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D 
oes someone on your block have an out-
standing front yard? Please nominate 
them for a 2012 UDCA Beautification 
Award. The UDCA wants to recognize 

the effort and resources our neighbors invest in mak-
ing the University District one of Detroit's most 
beautiful places to live. This year’s contest runs from 
June 1 – July 1, 2012.   
 
Last year, 63 front gardens were nominated and photographed, 20 went on to the 
“finals,” and the most outstanding, the Top Ten, received certificates of appreciation, 
gift certificates from Blumz donated by neighbors Jerome Raska and Robbin Yelver-
ton, and yard signs naming the yard the “Best on Show.” The runners-up received 
certificates and a lovely floral arrangement donated by Blossoms. 
 
To nominate a neighbor, a friend, or yourself (no need to be shy), email the homeown-
ers’ name, address, phone number, and/or email to UDCAGardens@gmail.com. Or 
leave voice mail for Mary Leonard at 345-8036 or drop a note in the mailbox at 17524 
Fairfield. (Please also identify yourself and your contact info.) 
 
Garden Club members will ask permission of each homeowner to be entered in the 
contest and to have their front yard (street view only) photographed. The Garden Club 
will select 20 finalists from the photos. On June 30, a team of three qualified judges 
will view each finalist yard and select the Top Ten. Awards will be distributed the next 
day. 
 
The UDCA and Garden Club welcome and encourage everyone’s participation in the 
awards contest. 

UDCA Beautification Awards  

by Mary Leonard, Chair of UDCA Garden Club  
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LOOKING AHEAD 

 

WINDMILL MARKET  
JUNE 2 

PALMER PARK YOGA 
JUNE 2 

GARAGE & YARD SALE 
JUNE 9 & 10 

LOG CABIN DAY  
JUNE 24 

GOLF OUTING JUL 21 
 
BULK PICK-UP  
JUL 23 

FALL NEWSLETTER 
CONTENT DEADLINE 
JUL 31 

HOME AND ART 
TOUR SEPT 16 

DINNER DANCE  
SEPT 29 

Downspout Disconnection Requirements 
by Nora Gessert, Chair of UDCA Home and Art Tour 
 
Detroit residents are required by state law to disconnect downspouts leading 
to the sanitary sewer system. This is a requirement of all Michigan cities. 
Water from downspouts connected to the sewer system can overload the 
sewer system and can pollute our rivers and cause basement flooding.  All 
downspouts that are now draining directly into the ground must be discon-
nected by June 30, 2012.  The City will begin inspecting homes after this date. 
Failure to comply can result in penalties.   
 
It is estimated that the cost to most homeowners will not exceed $40. If this 
is a hardship, the Greening of Detroit is conducting free workshops and ma-
terials may be available.  Contact the Downspout Disconnection Hotline at 
313-285-2260 or www.dwsd.org. 



PRESIDENT’S LETTER TO THE COMMUNITY   

S 
pring is recognized as a time of renewal — a time to move 
forward with the promise of opportunity.    
 
We had a very strong turn-out at our spring meeting. Dr. 

Antoine Garibaldi (President of the University of Detroit Mercy) 
updated us on the university activities and we look forward to faculty, 
staff, and students’ participation in our District. We had the opportunity to update the residents 
on the University District activities and we had many visitors from our neighboring communities. 
We set the bar high! 
 
We have a full schedule of events for this spring and summer, including our Youth Round-Up, 
Golf Outing, Home Tour, and Fall Dinner Dance.    
 
However, I am concerned that we will not be able to support all our plans because we only have 
176 paid members of almost 1300 homes in the University District. I want to acknowledge and 
thank the residents who support this community by paying their dues and encourage those who 
have not yet done so to pay your 2012 dues as soon as possible.   
 
I also want acknowledge board member Nora Gessert for accepting the challenge to lead the 
2012 Home and Garden Tour after the former chair had to resign due to professional obligations 
I attended the latest Home Tour meeting, and this will be an incredible event coming this fall 
(September 16). 
 
I look forward to continue to work diligently toward a successful year. 
 
Sincerely, 

Gregory B. O’Neal 
 
UDCA Board President 

The President’s Message 
UNIVERSITY DISTRICT  

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION   
 

BOARD MEMBERS 
(through Dec 31, 2012 

 
Gregory O’Neal 

President 
 

Danielle Sanders  
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Tamar Jeffery  

Secretary 
 

Roger Short 
Treasurer 

 
Mary Tomich 

Block Captain Chair 
 

Sidney H. Bailey III 
Parliamentarian 

 
Thomas Bauer 

 
Henry Conerway 

 
Angela Gardner-Street 

 
Nora Gessert 

 
Rainy Hamilton Jr. 

 
Sarah James 

 
Ken Sanders 

 
Addie Smith  

 
Raymond Womack 

 

The UDCA Board meets at 7 

PM on the first Tuesday of 

each month (except Jul and 

Aug) at Gesu Community 

Center (17180 Oak Drive). 

Everyone is welcome! You 

can drop in to observe a 

meeting, or contact the 

president or vice president 

to be put on the Community 

Voices  agenda. See page 15 

for contact information. 

 
 Wednesday, April 25, President 

Obama nominated our neigh-
bor, TERRENCE BERG, to 
serve as judge on the U.S. 
District Court in Detroit.   
 
Mr. Berg has a distin-
guished record of public 
service, primarily as a 
prosecutor in the federal 
system.  He also spent 
several years as the head 
of the state’s high tech 
crime unit. His nomination 
awaits approval  by the United 
States Senate. 

Thursday, April 26, two of our  
neighbors were honored by  

Detroit Citizen Corps for 
their service to the city.   

 
WILLIAM JONES, a com-

mander in the Detroit Police 
Reserves and a member of 

University District Radio 
Patrol, was recognized prin-

cipally for his reserve work 
since 1993.   

 
MARY JO SMITH, President 

of University District Radio Patrol 
and a CERT volunteer, was recog-
nized  for serving on the city-wide 
transition group for radio patrols.   



O 
n Sunday, March 19,1922, Fa-
ther John McNichols, S.J. and 
twenty families celebrated  Mass 
in the first Gesu Church, a con-

verted farmhouse at Grove and Livernois. 
By October, 1923, the chapel had been 
enlarged to accommodate 300 people. 
 
In the summer of 1924, construction  be-
gan on a school on Six Mile Road between 
Quincy and Holmur (later renamed Oak 
Drive). In August 1924, the first resident 
pastor, Father Justin de La Grange, S.J., 
was appointed and Gesu Mission became 
Gesu Parish. 
 
The cornerstone for the present church 
was laid on September 30, 1934 and the 
first Mass in the new church celebrated on 
August 15, 1935. 
 
Since 1922, Gesu Catholic Church has 
been a major religious and cultural pres-
ence in the neighborhoods around 
McNichols, Livernois, Seven Mile Road, 
and Parkside, now known as the University 

GESU Turns the BIG 9-0! 
by Ann Kerwin 

District. Gesu Parish also includes 
Martin Park, Bagley Community, 
Fitzgerald Community, Sherwood 
Forest, Palmer Woods, and 
Greenacres. 
 
Because Gesu was founded by Jesu-
its and staffed by members of the 
Jesuit order, it has a unique role in 
the structure of the Archdiocese of 
Detroit. 
 
In 1985 Gesu did extensive remodel-
ing of the church interior. The archi-
tect leading the remodeling was a 
UDCA resident, Gerry Diehl, the 
son of the original architect, George 
Diehl. Gerry also served as president 
of the UDCA in the late 1970s. 
 
In October 2000 Gesu School  need-
ed to replace the swings in the small 
play area at the corner of  McNich-
ols and Oak Drive with a ground 
cover safer than concrete. The ques-
tion arose, “Do we just have a mini-

mal park or a really great one suitable for 
the children of the Gesu community?” 
Anita Sevier answered that question and 
Gesu Community Green was born. Gesu 
Community Green is now a gathering 
place for adults and a very attractive play 
area for children across this part of the 
city. 
 
The Gesu Community Center on Oak 
Drive, which was the convent housing the 
IHM sisters who taught at the school, has 
become the neighborhood meeting center. 
It also houses the church offices, the of-
fices of the neighborhood Radio Patrol 
and Subscriber Patrol, and yoga classes 
every Monday and Thursday. 

HAPPY  

BIRTHDAY, 

GESU!  
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W 
ith the University Dis-
trict Home coming up, it 
is more important than 
ever for our neighbor-

hood to put its best foot forward.    
 
This is a time when outsiders drive our 
streets exploring the area and decide what 
kind of neighborhood we are and wheth-
er or not they would like to live here. So, 
everybody, lets beauty-up the area for the 
home tour! 
 
The Beautification Committee is doing 
it’s part by preparing the planters along 
McNichols and 7 Mile Road by building 
them up, bringing in fresh potting soil 
and plantings. We have a volunteer who 
will be maintaining them during the sea-
son. We will be planning more dramatic 
and noticeable entry markers for the 
boarders of the neighborhood and look-
ing around for other places we need to 
improve our image.   
 
If you have a vacant home next door, you 
can do your part by helping make that 
home look its best. If the owner or prop-
erty manager isn’t keeping the property 
up, then they are violating blight ordi-
nances and you should contact the prop-
erty managers and demand that they take 
care or the property. The next thing you 
can do is keep up the lawn and shrubs 
and watch for a buildup of flyers on the 
front porch.  Anything that makes the 
vacant homes look less neglected is a big 
help. Adopt A Vacant House! 
 
The Beautification Committee is also 
trying to contact owners of blighted and 
overgrown properties in the neighbor-
hood and working with them to get the 
properties  cleaned up. If you know any-
body whose yard is getting overgrown, 
perhaps you can help them out. Also, 
look forward to a few calls for volunteers 
this summer for some cleanups and may-
be a little planting.  So, let’s do our best 
to beauty-up our beautiful neighborhood! 
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UDCA GARAGE 
& YARD SALE  
 
Save the date! The UDCA 
Garage and Yard Sale will 
be held on SATURDAY AND 
SUNDAY, JUNE 9 AND 10, 
2012.  
 
Each participant is asked to 
pay a $5 fee to help with 
advertising the event, 
which includes in the UDCA 
newsletter, on the UDCA 
website, and in daily 
newspapers the weekend 
before and of the event. 
 
SOME HELPFUL TIPS: 
 
PLACE price tags on items 
to be sold before the sale. 
Use stickers, index cards, 
etc. 
 
KEEP doors locked during 
the sale to prevent 
strangers from entering 
your home while you are 
occupied selling your goods 
 
MAKE sure you have small 
change. 
 
KEEP your money in a 
secure location. 
 
SAVE THE DATE to join us 

and earn some money!  

 

Contact BOARD 

REPRESENTATIVE ADDIE 

SMITH at 313-863-4706 

with questions. 

T 
his year’s autumn UDCA home tour 
will feature a new special event! An 
exhibit of arts and crafts by UDCA  
residents, as well as demonstrations of 

some of the various craft processes.   
 
The range of items on display will include photog-
raphy, ceramics, jewelry, trains, furniture, paint-
ings, and other art works. Robert Wilbert, a na-
tionally known artist and a UDCA resident, will 
have a few of his paintings on display.   
 
This will all take place at the Gesu Community 
Center, the registration site for the Home and Art 
Tour. Home and Art Tour attendees will be able 
to see this wonderful display prior to beginning 
their home tour visits.   
 
This showcase of artistic skill is being chaired and 
coordinated by Ed Stuckey, Parkside 6 Block Cap-
tain.  This is another great reason for everyone to 
put this year’s Home Tour on their calendar to 
plan to attend! 
  
Fifteen local UDCA artists and craftsperson’s 
have indicated they will display  their works for 
tour attendees to review and admire.  
 
Photos of some of the following artists’ work 
which will be presented are shown to the right: 
[top] Ed Stuckey: designed and constructed late 
18th-century, Federal- Style reproduction card 
table;  
 
[second row left] Selma Goggins: hand-crafted 
one-of-a kind jewelry pieces; [second row right] 
James Howard:  handcrafted lamp using different 
materials; [second row from bottom] Dick Cruger:  
artistic books; [bottom] Dave Marquardt: restored, 
antique wooden trunks.  

UDCA Artists Abound  
by Ed Stuckey, Art Show Curator 

MONDAY JULY 23 

The City will collect up to one cubic yard of bulk 
from the curb in front of your home four times a 
year. One cubic yard of bulk is about the size of 
a couch, stove or refrigerator. Your one cubic 
yard of bulk cannot weigh more than 1,000 
pounds. NO CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS.  

NEXT BULK PICK-UP 

Beauty Up for the Home Tour 
by Tom Bauer, UDCA Beautification Chair 



Page 5 
SUMMER 2012 WWW.UDCAONLINE.COM 

 

 

UDCA ART 

UNIVERSITY 

DISTRICT  

HOME and ART TOUR 

September 16, 2012 

10 am to 5 pm 
 

Make sure your calendars are marked for the UDCA 

Home Tour is set for September 16, 2012. This year we 

have added an Art Show lead by Ed Stuckey. The Art 

Show will highlight the talent in our neighborhood 

including demonstrations by the artists. We plan on 

having an Ice Cream Social, a cool food vendor, music, 

and the thing we love most about the home tour-7-10 

beautiful homes. This is our opportunity to show case the 

neighborhood. Last year we had over 500 people come 

through our homes and expect to have more this year.  

Ticket prices remain the same $15 in advance and $18 

the day of the event.  Details will be posted on the UDCA 

website and Facebook page as we get closer to the date.  

For more information or to volunteer, contact Nora 

Gessert, Committee Chair at noragessert@yahoo.com.  

UDCA 
Dinner Dance 
September 29, 2012 
 

 



At a recent meeting, 
some neighbors were 
discussing safety con-
cerns. In very short 
order, the conver-
sation became a 
litany of ques-
tions and respons-
es, with every  ques-
tion beginning “Did you 
know?” Soon thereafter it was 
recommended that the next 
newsletter column for radio 
patrol raise and answer some 
of those questions.  
 

So…. Did You Know? 

 
The police department strongly 
recommends leaving a porch 
light on in front at night? That 
motion detector lights around 
the rest of the house help dis-
courage burglars? That most of 
the break-ins in this neighbor-
hood involve a back entry to 
the house, so back doors and 
windows should also be se-
cured? That some of our street 
lights are being replaced? That 
in our neighborhood, cars are 
targeted far more often than 
persons or houses? (Rethink 
where you park, if your vehicle 
is not in the garage).  
 
That in the Wayne State/
Midtown area, auto theft is 
down 70% because of the win-
dow glass VIN etching pro-
gram? That there is going to be 
a city wide open house/home 
tour June 23 to showcase De-
troit neighborhoods, and en-
courage people to live in the 
city? That we’ve had some 
weird incidents, but crime is 
not skyrocketing in our neigh-

borhood? (It really is 
about where it has been 

for several years). That if 
you add landscaping 

blocks, it’s better to have 
them anchored so they can’t be 
used for less desirable purpos-
es? That more and more stud-
ies seem to confirm that blight 
invites crime? (So if your 
mother kept telling you to pick 
up your room, she was also 
helping to train a crime fight-
er!) 
 
That all sorts of initiatives to 
stabilize and strengthen De-
troit and its neighborhoods are 
underway? That our neighbor-
hood was the first participant 
in a new blight fighting/
nuisance abatement program, 
and two properties have been 
substantially cleaned up and 
owners of two others are fac-
ing lawsuits? (Other cases are 
being reviewed). 
 
That Radio Patrol can help 
with vacant properties, in-
stalling solar powered motion 
detector floodlights, and other 
crime preventing devices?  
(Just call, 447-0003, days). 
 
And do remember that nobody 
has the right to make you the 
target for their criminal activi-
ty, but you don’t have to invite 
them to try.  
 
The final question is this: What 
are you doing to protect your 
investment? If you need ideas, 
call Radio Patrol!  
 
Don’t forget to LIGHT THE 
NIGHT! 

SECURITY UPDATE: Did you know? Hello everyone, 

 
Just a few safety tips for 
leaving and returning home. 
Everyone should pay atten-
tion to their surroundings 
before pulling into their 
driveway when they return 
home. After you feel it is 
safe, pull in the driveway 
and quickly exit your car. 
Make sure you have every-
thing you need already in 
your hand before you turn 
off the car. Do not linger in 
the car. If you are on the 
phone, get off so you can 
pay attention. If someone is 
home, make sure you have 
called to let them know you 
are pulling up before you 
get in the driveway.  
 
When you leave your home 
again, pay attention to your 
surroundings. Don't sit in 
the driveway adjusting mir-
rors and fiddling with things 
inside the car. If you see 
people walking down the 
street and you don't feel 
comfortable, don't pull into 
the driveway.  
 
Also, if you are dropping 
someone off, finish your 
conversation before you 
stop, do not sit in the drive-
way or in front of the house 
finishing your conversation. 
Tell them you will call them 
later. Please watch out for 
your neighbors, especially 
any elderly neighbors. The 
more eyes and ears the 
better! 
  
Thank you!  

Inspector Alicia L. Terry   

12th PRECINCT  
NEIGHBORHOOD  
COALTION 
by Alicia Biggers-Gaddies, 
President 
 
If you are not familiar with 
the 12th Precinct NEIGHBOR-
HOOD Coalition, you should 
know it’s a coalition of the 
neighborhoods in the 12th 
precinct boundaries. 
 
We work  on issues shared by 
all communities, and share 
best practices — from securi-
ty to economic development 
to maintaining communi-
ties. Join us on fourth Satur-
days at 9 AM @ Lighthouse 
on Livernois to learn more.   
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
 
JUNE 2 is our 4TH ANNU-
AL  COMMUNITY PARADE! 
Come out parading down 
Livernois with us showing 
your community 
pride! Vehicles, floats, and 
walkikng teams are wel-
come. We will gather at  
Mike's Market at 11am and 
parade to Windmill Market. 
  
JUNE 2 Windmill Market 
opens for the season. Come 
get your fresh fruit, veggies, 
plants, flowers, and much 
more at the market! 
  
JUNE 23 is our ANNUAL 
NEIGHBORHOOD HOME 
TOUR for perspective resi-
dents and neigh-
bors. Afterglow will be held 
at Baker’s Keyboard Lounge. 

RADIO PATROL NUMBER  (313) 447-0003 
Report crime or suspicious activity — 24 Hours a day, 7 days a week  
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FREE  
OUTDOOR  
SUMMER YOGA 
in PALMER PARK 
 
Sat June 2 to Aug 18  
(no class on June 30 or July 28) 
9-10 AM in Palmer Park! 
 
All skill levels welcome. 
Rainday makeup classes: Tues-
day 6-7 pm.  
 
Park in the pool Parking lot off 
Merrill Plaisance. Yoga takes 
place in the large clearing next 
to the lot.  
 
Bring your own mat or towel 
and wear comfortable clothing 
that you can move around in. 
 
Yoga in the Park is made possible through 
the Active Living Detroit Mini Grants pro-
gram, supported by the Detroit Food and 
Fitness Collaborative and Healthy Envi-

ronments Partnership.. 

W 
ith today’s mobile 
computing lifestyle, 
securing your laptop 
or smart phone has 

become an important aspect of owner-
ship. But you can’t keep an eye on all of 
your devices all the time and attaching 
your laptop to a table or taping your 
phone to your head is not the most 
practical thing to do.  
 
I own several mobile devices, and after 
my Android phone was stolen in Janu-
ary, I decided to find a solution that 
allows me to track my device’s location 
on demand. My search led me to Prey.    
 
Prey is a small application that sits on 
any device you want to track. Prey 
works with Windows, Android, Linux, 
and Mac — a recent difference of opin-
ion between Apple and the developers 
of Prey regarding the paid version 
forced Prey from the App Store for a 
while. Regardless, you should not have 
any difficulty finding a version compati-
ble for most devices.   
 
What’s needed to set up Prey? All you 
need is a Prey account and a device you 
want track. The free version of Prey 
allows you to track up to three devices 
and receive a maximum of 10 reports 
before they start being deleted. There’s 
a “Pro” version that lets you track more 
devices and receive up to 100 reports. 
 
Setting up your account is easy: name, 
email address, and password.  After you 
provide the required information to 
create your account, you will receive an 
email containing an activation link. 
Click the link to log in to your control 
panel. There you will have the oppor-
tunity to add devices or configure an 
existing device if you installed the pro-
gram before opening your account. 
Prey is available at the Android Market, 
the Prey web site, and should also be 
available at the Apple App Store 
(provided that the prey project and 
Apple have ironed out their differ-
ences).   

 
After you complete your set-up, Prey 
will then sit there, silently in the 
background, waiting to go to work. 
Prey can’t be removed unless the 
account password is provided. 
 
If your laptop is stolen, log in to your 
control panel and change the laptop’s 
status to missing. Prey installed on a 
smart phones is activated by sending 
a specific text message to your miss-
ing phone. The default message is 
GO PREY, but this can be changed 
by accessing Prey’s customization 
settings on your phone. I changed 
the default on my phone. Of course 
don’t forget the new text message!  
 
When the thief connects to the Inter-
net using your laptop, Prey will start 
sending reports. If you’re using the 
free version, these reports are gener-
ated at specific intervals based on 
your control panel settings. The pro 
version provides more flexibility re-
garding how frequently reports are 
sent. The content of the reports is 
quite extensive and includes geo-
graphic location, network address, 
and screen-shots from your laptop. 
All of these things are configured on 
the control panel.  
 
If your laptop is equipped with a 
webcam, photographs of the thief 
can be taken and included in your 
report. I tested this function with my 
own laptop and it works, but the 
webcam light will illuminate when 
the picture is taken. Even if the thief 
notices it, it’s too late; he’s been me-
morialized in front of your laptop. 
Stolen phones, however, don’t have 
the picture-taking option available.  
 
One of the more interesting areas of  
Prey’s web site are the stories de-
scribing laptop recoveries. Some of 
these stories are amazing! 
 
One drawback to Prey, but it applies 
to any software-based theft recovery 
system, is just that: it’s software 

based. If a thief decides to erase the 
laptop’s hard drive, Prey will be erased 
along with the operating system. Set-
ting a BIOS password will make this 
task more difficult. However, most 
thieves won't go to this extent.  
 
The Prey program is open source soft-
ware, meaning that the source code—
the program’s instructions—can be 
openly viewed and changed by anyone 
using the program.   
 
No method can protect you 100% of 
the time, but you can tip the odds in 
your favor by taking a few simple 
steps. Check Prey out:  
http://preyproject.com. Perhaps we’ll 
read your recovery story—although I 
hope you don’t have to file one in the 
first place! And yes, you can install 
Prey on your desktop computer, too. 
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TECH Talk 

by Mary Tomich, Block Captain Chair 
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Brenda Kokumo  

Unre Lane  

William Lee 

Cathleen Lee  

John and Alexandra Leidlein 

Mary Leonard and Nickolas Kyser 

Lillian Levans 

Mark Lezote and Patti Little 

Julia Long 

Michelle Lowe 

Charles and Shirley Lusby 

David Marquardt 

Gwen and Harold Massingille  

Bernice Finner and Gerald 

McAdoo  

Samuel and Diane McGill 

Patrick Thomas, Florence, and 

 John McGuire  

Terence McKay 

Preston and Shirley McKee 

Valerie McPhaul and Lucile   

 Williams 

Joyce and John Mitchell 

Alfred Montgomery 

Rudy and Dale Moss  

Alex Mueller, Jill Kress, and Beth 

 Kloser 

Walter Newman 

Sylvia Nichols  

David and Shirley Northcross 

Mark and Theresa O’Bryant 

Gregory and Sandra O’Neal 

Jesse Payton, Jr 

Margaret Petty 

Pime Missionaries 

LaVerne and Elijah Porter 

John Reed  

Bill and Joyce Reid  

Rice Family  

Rev. A Richard and Sharon Doss 

David and Joan Ridgell  

Brandon Riordan  

Mary Roddy 

John and Nancy Rodwan 

Sherrell and Carolyn Rowland  

Verlie Mae Ruffin  

Charles Rutledge 

Kenneth Sanders 

Hebert and Danielle Sanders 

Neal Adams 

Mildred Adams 

Neal Adams 

Gloria Albrecht 

Jack and Annie Alexander 

Donna Allen  

David and Calesther Arnold 

Edna and Carl Arrington 

George and Michele Biagas Ashford 

Melvin Askew 

Ava Aubrey 

John Autrey 

Sidney Bailey III 

Cynthia Shore Banks 

Frank and Nona Barbee 

Rosalind Barrett 

Julian Bass 

Lucile Battle  

Thomas and Kathleen Bauer 

David and Nora  Beaumont 

Ella Bentley 

Jack and Judith Betts 

Ronald and Terry Blevins 

Taun and Sidney Bogan  

Rev. Martin Bottom, People’s  

 Community Church 

Merlton and Patricia Brandenberg  

Odell Bridges  

Arezell Brown 

Bertha Brown 

Christina Brynski 

Rohlann Callender 

Geneva Carson  

Yvonne Carter 

Bettie Carter  

Greg Cascione and Sarah Hackett 

Jessie Casida and Matt Aldrich  

Clifford  Chandler 

Calvin Clark  

Nate Clements 

Walter and Janet Clifton  

Henry Conerway  

Glenn and Robin Crawford 

William and June Crews 

Robert and Carolyn Crisp 

Reginald and Lorraine Cunningham 

Mildred Daniel and Tonya Blake  

James and Deloris Daniels 

Barbara Daniels  

Blaine and Rosalind Denning 

Marshall and Marsha Dickerson 

Judy Dinges 

C. Suzette Ditsky 

Carlos and Lois Domingues 

Deborrah Donison 

Ronald Edwards 

Sharon Elliott 

Angela Ellison 

Regina Engelhardt 

James and Yvonne Evans 

Lenore Evans  

Derrica Fells  

Edmond and Diane Fisher 

Evelyn Foreman 

Annie Lee France  

Joseph French 

Robert and Anita Friday  

Angela Gardner-Street 

Nora Gessert 

Elaine Gilbert  

Bennie Glenn 

Sara Grant 

David and Janine Warren Green  

Lucius and Kim Gunn 

John Hall  

Rainy Hamilton, Jr. 

Henry Hastings 

Myra Hawkins  

Pierre and Linda Hendrix 

F. Hernandez and J. Harang 

Catherine Hillsman  

Ernest Holland  

Victor and Mauleen HooSang 

Annie Hunt  

Robert Hunter 

Godwin and Margaret Iduma  

Frances and Frank Jackson 

Yvonne Jackson 

Sarah James 

Tamar Jeffrey 

Dorothy Johnson 

Samuel and Katie Johnson 

Barbara Johnson  

Kenneth and Diane Jones 

Ronald and Angela Kelly 

Ann and Mike Kerwin  

Robert and Vi Knighton  

Richard and Faye Knox 

THANK YOU, 2012 UDCA MEMBERS!  

Naomi Sharp 

Roger and Ida Short 

R. L. Sims  

Wilbert and Cheryl Small 

George and Addie Smith 

Mary Jo Smith  

Tommie Spiller 

Muzette Hill Stallings 

Rosa Stephens 

Dianne Stephenson 

Carolyn Stevens 

Ed Stuckey and Elizabeth 

 Miller 

Art and Jackie Tarnow 

Perdita Terry  

Demond and Petra Thomas 

Nancy Thomas and Nancy 

 Walker 

LeRoy and Michele Thurman 

Chrystal Tibbs 

Chris and Eija Tipton  

Mary Tomich  

Shirley Tomlin 

Tonie and Brenda Villery 

Clifton Wakefield 

Roger and Wendy Walden 

Murray and Patricia Walker 

John Walker  

Karen Walker-Karamako 

Larry and Lillian Walls 

Doris Taylor Walls  

Jerry and Lucky Weddigen 

Monna Wejrowski 

Judith Harper West  

Mary Williams  

Dorothy Wilson  

Sara Wims 

William and Ann Winston, Jr 

Raymond and Sheila Womack 

Denege Wright 

Clarence Wright, Jr 

Sandra Yost  

Robert Young 
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Proposed 14th Congressional District 
by Mary Waters 
 
As a result of the new 2010 census, Michigan lost Congression-
al seats due to a loss in population. Congressional candidates 
will run based on the new lines as drawn by the Michigan Leg-
islature. The new district is a combination of the current 9th, 13th, 11th and 14th Con-
gressional districts.  The Michigan Legislature carved out parts of each of those dis-
tricts in order to create the new 14th.   
 
While this district is extremely diverse, it is probably one of the most highly gerryman-
dered districts in U.S. history. Detroit’s population for the new 14th district is approxi-
mately 30% in comparison to the current which is about 62%.   
 
Those who live west of Greenfield will be in the new 13th Congressional district while 
the 14th in general is east of Greenfield and north of Fenkell. It is east in general be-
cause the 13th does extend east to Conner for those who live north of Mack. After 
Conner the entire east side consists of the 14th Congressional district.   
 
The new 14th Congressional district consists of eight communities in Wayne County:  
Detroit, Hamtramck, The Grosse Pointes and Harper Woods,  and ten Communities in 
Oakland County: Pontiac, Sylvan Lake, Keego Harbor, West Bloomfield (southern por-
tion), Farmington Hills, Orchard Lake City, Lathrup Village, Southfield, Oak Park and 
Royal Oak Township. 
 
As a special note, the new 14th Congressional district is highly democratic.   

This quiet, cozy restaurant nestled in the 
heart of the Avenue of Fashion opened 
two and a half years ago. Chef and own-
er Don Studvent put it: “my restaurant is 
one of the best restaurants in the city.” 
You may find it an ideal place to eat with 
family and friends or dine alone. 
 
Situated off Livernois and Outer Drive, 
1917 American Bistro is conveniently 
located for the residents of the Sher-
wood Forest, Green Acres, University 
District, and Palmer Woods area.  Don 
says he was looking to open a restaurant, 
and when this building became available, 
he jumped on it, and has never been 
sorry.   

  
The name stems from the fact that Sher-
wood Forrest was established in 1917. 
Don wanted a bistro and just added 
“American” to it. Don takes pride in 
what he does and takes every guest per-
sonally. He said that there are thousands 
of restaurants in the Detroit area, and he 
wants to provide a setting where diners 
will choose the 1917 American Bistro 
over all the others. 
 
Don said that the menu covers as much 
“territory” in food as possible, and the 
items on the menu can be altered to get 
your food the way you want it. Menu 
offerings include appetizers, salads, 
sandwiches, and entrees include chicken 
or shrimp Alfredo, veggie, chicken, 
shrimp stir fry, steak, salmon, chicken 
dishes as well as lamb chops and ribs.  
 
As you are enjoying your meal, you can 
also enjoy the artwork on the walls.  
Don offers his wall space free to local 
artists rotating the artwork once a 
month.  Diners can also enjoy live jazz 
Thursday through Saturday evenings 
starting at 7 PM, and the roof patio is 
now open!  

1917 American Bistro 
by Joyce Mitchell 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 1917 American Bistro hours are 
Monday – Saturday 11 a.m. to 11 
p.m. and includes a Sunday Brunch 
from 10 AM to 3 PM. There is a 
20% discount for University of De-
troit Mercy students and free WiFi is 
available for diners. Carryout is also 
available. 
 
The restaurant will host and cater 
onsite and offsite celebrations such 
as wedding receptions, graduations, 
baby showers, parties, and confer-
ences. 
 
Stop in for a bite to eat, and I know 
that you will agree that the 1917 
American Bistro is one of the best 
restaurants in the city. 

The University of De-
troit Mercy  track is 
available for use by 
the community from 
dawn to dusk, any-
time there is not a 

varsity sport team practice or competition.   
 
Community members wishing to use the track 
should enter at either the Livernois or McNich-
ols campus entrances, even if they are walking. 
The UDM Public Safety staff at the entrance 
booth will provide a campus visitor’s pass.  
 
There is no charge to individual community 
members; however, community groups or 
group organizations who want to use the track 
should contact Jeff Latinen (313-993-1700) to 
coordinate insurance coverage and rental 
fees.   
 
There are 4 different gates to the actual track 
area so access is pretty and it is easy to find 
one. None of the gates have locks and wherev-
er you park, an entrance gate will be close.   



Annual UDCA Golf Outing 

Golfers of any level are invited to join the fun at Palmer Park Golf Course. 

 

Entry fee of $400 for a team of four includes:  

continental breakfast, lunch at the turn, and dinner.  

 

Saturday, July 21, 2012 

Registration 8 to 8:30 AM 

9 AM Shotgun 

Palmer Park Golf Course 

Entry Fee: $400 for team of four  

Dinner only: $35 per person 

 

 

 

 

Individual and business sponsorships or contributions are welcome. For questions or to 

make a pledge, contact: Ken Sanders at 313.205.9872 or Urbanentertain1@aol.com. 

  

Proceeds from the outing will be used to support UDCA beautification, safety, 
and maintenance projects that make the University District a quality neighbor-
hood in which to live and do business. Last year’s event was a huge success, 
both as a fundraiser and a fun community activity. Please join the fun this year 
to make it even more successful. Please note that there are no refunds . 

UDCA Golf Outing Registration • July 21, 2012 • Palmer Park Golf Course  
Register by July 6, 2012. 
 
Team of four cost includes continental breakfast, lunch at the turn, and dinner: $400 
 Dinner Only: $35 per individual 
   
Name _ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address ____________________________________________________________________________ 
Telep hone _________________________________________________________________________ 
Email ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Number of foursomes playing __________ X $400 = $ ___________ 
Number of individuals attending dinner ___________ X $35 = $ ___________ 
Total Amount Due = $___________ 
 
I /we are not able to attend; however, I/we would like to support with a contribution of $_________ 
 
Make check or money order payable to: UDCA 
Mail this form with payment to: UDCA Golf Outing • PO Box 21483 • Detroit, MI 48221 
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JOIN  
MONDAY 
PALMER 
PARK BIKE 
RIDES  
MAY to SEPT  
7:30 to 8:30 PM 
 
Enjoy riding about 6 to 8 miles 
at a leisurely pace with a fun 
group of people. We ride 
through the trails in the historic 
forest, around the periphery of 
the park, through the historic 
Palmer Park Apartment District, 
Golf Club neighborhood. 
 
Meet at the pool parking lot off 
Merrill Plaisance. Email  
info@peopleforpalmerpark.org.  

Cruelty to Animals (now Mich-
igan Humane Society). He 
served on the Detroit Board of 
Estimates in 1873, was a mem-
ber of the Michigan 
Senate from 1879 to 1880, and 
served on the U.S. Senate from 
1883 to 1889.  
 
While in Congress, Palmer was 
known as an advocate for 
women’s suffrage, immigration 
restrictions, and homesteader 
rights. His motto was “equal 
rights for all, special privileges 
to none.” On Feb. 6, 1885 he 
delivered a speech arguing in 
favor of a Constitutional 
amendment granting women’s 
suffrage. Palmer was appointed 
Minister to Spain in 1889 by 
President Benjamin Harrison 
and served until 1890. Palmer 
was president of the National 
Commission on the World’s 
Columbian Exposition from 
1890 to 1893. 
 
Both Lizzie Merrill Palmer and 
Sen. Palmer were among the 
major benefactors of the 
Michigan Soldiers and Sailors 
Monument in Campus Mar-
tius. They were also among 
the first founders of the De-
troit Museum of Art (now 
Detroit Institute of Arts), and 
the Senator was its first presi-
dent.  
 
Lizzie Merrill Palmer’s estate 
was estimated to be worth $5 
million, with a substantial por-
tion (including land that is now 
the apartment 
district) designated for the 
establishment of the Merrill 
Palmer Institute for Mother-
hood and Home Training. 
Now known as Merrill Palmer 
Skillman Institute , it is part 
of Wayne State University. 
Sen. Palmer retired to their 
Detroit farm, and Lizzie Mer-
rill Palmer retired to their es-
tate in Great Neck, New York. 

In 1832 Judge James Witherell 
(1759-1838), grandfather of 
Thomas W. Palmer (1830-
1913) and the third Michigan 
Territorial judge, bought 80 
acres of then-country land 
that ran from Hamilton Ave-
nue to Fairway Drive. Witherell 
built a summer log cabin at 
what is now McNichols (Six 
Mile) and Log Cabin Street, 
named after the trail ending 
at Witherell’s cabin (not the 
cabin that is currently in Palmer 
Park). Witherell left the 80 
acres to his daughter Mary 
Palmer when he died in 1838, 
and Mary, in turn, passed it 
on to her son Thomas W. 
Palmer in 1874. 
 
The Palmers 
Palmer expanded his 
inherited acreage to some 
640 acres extending from 
what is now McNichols 
(Six Mile) to Eight Mile 
and Woodward Avenue to 
Fairway Drive. On this land, 
Palmer built a large farm 
and raised prize Percheron 
and Arabian horses. 
 
Thomas W. Palmer has come 
to be considered one of the 
most significant figures in 
Detroit history. He was born in 
Detroit, educated at Thomp-
son’s Academy in St. Clair, 
Mich., and studied at University 
of Michigan for a year. Palmer 
worked in the real estate 
business in Detroit before be-
coming involved in lumbering 
and agriculture. In 1855 he 
married Elizabeth (Lizzie) Pitts 
Merrill (1837-1916), the daugh-
ter of one of his business 
partners, Charles Merrill. 
Thomas and Elizabeth Palmer 
would adopt four children, 
Hidalgo (a.k.a. Higinio or Har-
old), Betita, Lizzie, and Gail. 
Palmer served on the first 
board of directors and was first 
president of the Michigan 
Society for the Prevention of 

The Story of  Palmer Park  by Greg Piazza 
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The History of the Palmer 
Park Log Cabin 
 
Senator Palmer contracted 
with the firm of George 
Mason and Zachariah 
Rice to design and build 
a log cabin at his farm on 
a knoll near Woodward 
overlooking a small pond 
fed by one of the many 
natural springs in the 
area.  
 
The cabin, its rustic 
log bridge, a lighthouse 
and a larger pond, named 
Lake Frances after Palmer’s 
wife’s mother, were com-
pleted in 1885, the year that 
Mason and Rice hired Albert 
Kahn as a new apprentice. 
George Mason was a leader 
in Detroit’s architectural 
society, and was also a well-
known Freemason. As a 
firm Mason and Rice de-
signed the Central Market 
Building, Central Woodward 
Christian Church (a.k.a. 
Little Rock Baptist), Grand 
Hotel on Mackinac Island, 
and the original Hotel Pont-
chartrain.  
 
On his own Mason designed 
several homes for the Fisher 
Brothers. His most monu-
mental work was the Mason-
ic Temple (1926) on Cass 
Park just north of down-
town, which is claimed to be 
the largest Masonic Temple 
in the world with approxi-
mately 1,000 rooms. 
 
Palmer’s cabin was con-
structed with logs from 
the farm and was filled with 
antiques and collectibles, 
mostly from the Palmer fam-
ily farm in Connecticut. Sen-
ator Palmer enjoyed taking 
dignitaries and politicians to 
the farm by horse cart from 
downtown Detroit for pic-
nics and fireworks displays, 
and all his events were open 
to the public. 

Celebrate Michigan Log 
Cabin Day at our fundraiser to 
restore the historic Palmer Park 
log cabin, built in 1885 for Sena-
tor Thomas Palmer and his wife 
Lizzie Merrill Palmer. 
 
The cabin will be open for tour-
ing for the first time in decades! 
View the cabin’s interior and 
partake in an old-fashioned ice-
cream social with ice cream do-
nated by UDCA resident Tom 
McGuire’s family’s dairy farm—
Guernsey Dairy.  Tom’s great 
great grandfather was one of 
the carpenters who built the log 
cabin. 
 
Other historical surprises will be 
in store, like WSU’s Theatre stu-
dents dressed in period clothes 
and performing in character.  



WARRINGTON 
1 Shirley King  862-7313 
2 Mary Jo Smith  862-3754 
3 VACANT     
4 Sundiata Mateen 861-3760 
5 Terri Conerway  861-7623 
6 VACANT     
7  Cynthia Banks  345-4278 
8 Shirley Northcross 863-8251 
 

OAK DRIVE 
1 GESU    
2 Evelyn Foreman 861-9490 
3 Toney Hughes 861-0287 
4 Sam Kirkland  862-3962 
5 Selma Goggans 861-1223 
6 PALMER PARK PREP ACADEMY    
7 James/Kim Beasley861-1568 
8 Anita Sevier  345-5004 
 

QUINCY 
1 Michelle Lowe 341-3841 
2 John Hooper  864-9562 

BIRCHCREST 
1 Esther Epps 863-1235 
2 Esther Epps 863-1235 
3 Ev Belfon 341-1996 
3 Vivian Gladden* 341-0289 
4 VACANT     
5 Paula Green-Smith 861-6315 
5 R. Cunningham* 342-8755 
6 Steven Ellison 862-7016 
6 Vincent Smith* 345-2898 
7 Mya Ndiaye 414-1945 
8 Jeffrey Gisstennar 407-6265  

BELDEN 
1 Belden  VACANT 
2 Jamie Ferguson 345-2578 

GREGORY B. O'NEAL, President   345-3767 

DANIELLE SANDERS, Vice-President   590-1365 

TAMAR JEFFERY, Secretary   303-7265 

ROGER SHORT, Treasurer   549-3775 

MARY TOMICH, Block Captain Chair   861-0759 

SIDNEY H. BAILEY, III, Parliamentarian   862-2716 

THOMAS BAUER   945-7946 

HENRY CONERWAY   861-7623  

ANGELA GARDNER-STREET   864-0327 

NORA GESSERT  734-395-1693 

RAINY HAMILTON JR.   862-7200 

SARAH JAMES   378-6458 

KEN SANDERS   205-9872 

ADDIE SMITH   863-4706 

RAYMOND WOMACK   864-4766 

FAIRFIELD 
1 Jeff Stema  861-5858 
2 Faye Knox  863-6011 
3 Myron Watts  864-6763 
4 Robert Hunter 863-5675 
5 VACANT     
6 Preston West  342-3356 
7 Frank Benedict 342-7535 
8 C. Smith-Arnold 862-1302 

MUIRLAND 
1 VACANT     
2 Pauline Robinson 861-9360 
3 Sidney H. Bailey III 862-2716 
4 Judy Betts  862-0568 
5 Robert Carpenter 861-0151 
6 LaDonna Dean 342-4401 
7 VACANT     
8 Sandra Complas 341-5962 
 

WILDEMERE 
1 Joyce Khalfani248-632-0907 
2 Sheila Womack 864-4766 
2 Odell Bridges* 862-2551 
3 Joyce Reid  342-3405 
4 Rick Thues  615-6701 
5 Frank Varner 864-2449 
6 Jim Zemboy  345-7227 
7 Virgil Spight  863-2406 
8 Lawanda Harrison 345-3882 

 
PARKSIDE 
1 Tamara Perrin 342-6731 
2 Bettie Carter 861-9196 
3 Lucius Gunn 341-4866 
4 Carl Chatman 345-5517 
5 Rosetta McCamey 864-3915 
6 Ed Stuckey  345-3671 
7 VACANT     
8 VACANT   

BEAUTIFICATION  Tom Bauer, Board Liaison 
COMMUNICATIONS  Sarah James, Chair 
ELECTION  Sidney H. Bailey, III, Chair 
 Board Elections   
 Bylaws, Policies, etc.   
MEMBERSHIP  Raymond Womack, Chair 
 Membership Drive  
 Resident Welcome Package  Elaine Gilbert 
PLANNING/DEVELOPMENT  Rainy Hamilton Jr., Chair 
SAFETY & SECURITY Henry Conerway/Tamar Jeffery 
 12th Precinct desk  596-1200 
 Abandoned cars  596-1200 
 Curfew violations  596-1200 
 EMERGENCY DISPATCH  911 
 Gangs (graffiti removal)  447-0003 
 www.NoMoreBrokenWindows.com 
 Police reports by phone 267-4600  
 UD Radio Patrol 447-0003 
  Mary Jo Smith, President 862-3754 
 UD Subscriber Patrol 459-0770 
 Vacant House Registry 447-0003 (UDRP) 
SNOW Roger Short, Chair 
SCHOOLS Angela Gardner-Street, Chair 
 Student Column Sarah James/Joyce Martin 
 Youth Angela Gardner-Street 

SOCIAL 
 Dinner Dance Roger Short 
 District Garage/Yard Sale Addie Smith 
 General Meeting Gregory B. O’Neal 
 Golf Outing Ken Sanders 
 Home Tour Nora Gessert 
 Liaison with organizations Tamar Jeffery

UDCA STANDING COMMITTEES  
& PROJECT CONTACTS 

2012 BOARD MEMBER CONTACT INFO 

* Denotes Co-Captain 

Block numbers are listed in order from McNichols to Seven Mile Road. 

UDCA HOTLINE  318-7498 

UDCA WEBSITE  www.UDCAonline.com 

UDCA BLOCK CAPTAINS 
Mary Tomich, Block Captain Chair 
Dave Marquardt, Block Captain Co-Chair, 861-5629 



The University District strives to 

maintain and support the integrity of the 

neighborhood, provide communication 

of events and issues to its residents, 

promote a quality education in our 

local schools while maintaining health, 

safety, and happiness in a family friendly 

diverse community.  

For more news and information,  
visit  

www.UDCAonline.com 

PRSRT STD 
U.S. Postage  

PAID 

Detroit, MI 
Permit No. 2761 

University District  

Community Association 
PO Box 21483 Detroit, MI 48221 

www.UDCAonline.com 

UDCA Newsletter Team 
Sarah James, Editor, Designer & Board Representative 
Mary Jo Smith, Assistant 

The University District NEWSLETTER is published in March, June, 
September, and December. Its purpose is to inform residents of activities 
and matters of common interest and concern. Residents are encouraged 
to submit articles and advertisements. The NEWSLETTER retains the 
right to edit articles and refuse publication.  

 

UNIVERSITY DISTRICT  

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

 

Annual UDCA Golf Outing 

 

Save the Date! 

Saturday, July 21, 2012 

Palmer Park Golf Course 
9 AM Shotgun 
 
See page 13 for details. 

Thank you to all of the writers, contributors, and advertisers. 


