
Talking Points  

93-Year-Old Turns In Keys After 567,000 
Miles With Her 1964 Mercury Comet 

Caliente 



Seniors on the Road 

• Rachel Veitch had quite a the journey with her 1964 Mercury 
Comet Caliente after enough miles for a trip to the moon and back. 

• The car lasted her 567,000 miles and outlasted 18 batteries, 8 
mufflers, and 3 husbands. Now though, the 93-year-old grandma is 
hanging up the keys. 

• When Rachel bought “Chariot” in February of 1964, gas cost 39 
cents per gallon. And the car only cost her $3,289. Veitch says the 
car has been featured in several car shows and was renovated in 
2002 after she got a speeding ticket for going 92 mph in a 55 mph 
zone. 

• The key to keeping it so immaculate? “When I buy gas, I write down 
the mileage, the date and how many miles per gallon I got,” she 
told. “I’ve never been a destructive person and I’ve just taken care 
of everything, except my husbands.” 
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https://www.powernationtv.com/post/93-year-old-turns-in-keys-after-567000-miles-
with-her-1964-mercury-comet-

caliente?fbclid=IwAR2dODN9pl2Yvl3wLHMvJHapBojR0QnhbYjYWkN6RFsi-
jwuJ5jTF5lR0QI 
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Conclusion 
Rachel, unfortunately, passed away on May 
11, 2017, at the age of 98. 
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AGING DRIVERS –  
 

Your Independence is vital….. and driving is a vital 
skill to get you where you want.  

Safe Drivers Smart Options provides resources for 
active older drivers, and for drivers who may be 
considering limiting their driving and finding other 
transportation choices.  Helping maintain lifelong 
safe mobility is everyone’s responsibility, including 
aging adults, families and friends, and 
professionals who interact with aging adults. 
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Family and 
Friends: 

 • You want your loved aging family members to stay 
safely mobile, whether they are driving, are thinking 
about stopping driving, or have given up the keys.  
Michigan’s Guide for the Aging Driver and their family 
members, and caregivers, help aging adults continue 
to drive safely, by beginning the process of giving up 
the keys, and safely get where they want to go once 
they have stopped driving.  This guide helps them to 
understand how aging and age related changes in 
health status affect the ability to drive safely.  It also 
provides references to additional information and 
services. 
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Professional’s  
 

• Health care providers and others, including 
public safety officers and driver licensing 
experts; have a wealth of information 
designed to keep aging adults safe and active 
that can improve their ability to help aging 
adults stay safely mobile. 
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Referral for Driver Reexamination 
  

• Michigan law authorizes the Department of State to reexamine a driver 
when there is reason to believe the driver may be unable to operate a 
motor vehicle safely.  The Department relies on information from law 
enforcement, medical personnel, Secretary of State branch staff, and 
concerned citizens, including family members, to identify unsafe drivers. 
 

• The Department of State provides a form, called a Request for Driver 
Evaluation (OC-88), that can be completed and submitted to the Traffic 
Safety Division to request a review of an individual's driving skills.  This 
form is available at your local Secretary of State branch office or by clicking 
on the link at the bottom of this page.  The OC-88 form will ask you for 
information about the driver and the incident or pattern of behavior that 
justifies an evaluation.  You will also be required to include your name, 
address, telephone number and signature.  This information will remain 
confidential to the extent permitted by law. 
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You may also write a letter to 
the Department of State at the 

following address: 
 
 

 Traffic Safety Division 
  Michigan Department of State 
  P.O. Box 30810 
  Lansing, MI 48909-9832 

 
• Your letter must include the name, birth date, driver 

license number (if known), and current address of the 
driver being referred.  In addition, the letter must 
describe an incident or pattern of behavior, or other 
evidence that justifies an evaluation.  The request must 
also include your name, address, telephone number 
and signature. 
 PREVNT - Elder Abuse Prevention 

Awareness 
9 



 For your time, attendance, and 

attention  
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ADULT PROTECTIVE SERVICES 
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