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Company’s Coming!
by Lucius Gunn

Yes, we have company coming! Our Biennial Home &
Garden Tour is on September 9th. Hundreds of guests will
be walking through our neighborhood looking at all of our
homes, not just the 7 homes on the tour. The Home Tour
Committee has been working hard to get ready. The UDCA
Board, along with our committees, are working together to
spruce up our community. It is no coincidence that we have
purchased more ‘UDCA Member’ yard signs this year. We want our guests to
see that we are a cohesive community!
Yard signs were originally provided in 2015 to paid
UDCA members. If you missed 2015, you can get one
this year, with your 2018 dues payment. In addition,
you’ll receive a membership package with a green
‘2018’ tag to attach to your yard sign, indicating you
are a UDCA member in good standing.
The Membership Committee is walking the
neighborhood tidying up the signs that have suffered
through a long winter. Please don’t miss out on this
opportunity to get a sign in your yard. The supply is
limited and we won’t be able to provide new signs for
the entire community until 2021.
Sincerely,
Lucius Gunn
UDCA President
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To All May 5th Cleanup Volunteers
Thank you to all of the volunteers that came out Saturday May 5th to help
clean up the alleys just east of Livernois just east of 6 Mile to Santa Clara.
The weather was perfect to tackle these long neglected heavily littered
thoroughfares. I met several new neighbors, in addition to some familiar ones,
that are pictured in the accompanying photos.
After three hours of steady action, we called it a job well done and moved on
to Gesu’s Community Center for well-deserved light refreshments supplied by
Cat Tails Catering.
I plan to keep the momentum going through the growing season working
along 6 mile and other common areas. If you want to join me, normally
I’m doing something every Thursday from 10:00am till Noon. Reach me at
tinmanofdetroit@juno.com or text at (313) 938-0659.
Again, thanks to all that helped make this year’s cleanup effort a success.
Frank Benedict
Beautification Committee Chairperson

www.udca.info
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Spring Cleaning Your PC
How to Bring Your Computer Back to Life
By: Willie Brake

Your computer can help you do some amazing things, but at its core, it is
a machine. And like many machines, it might now be performing properly,
because it is not well maintained.
A spring cleaning can help your computer run faster and allow you to work
more productively. Many computer users do not understand why their computer
is so slow and continually crashing.
Whether your computer is suffering from a clocked up fan or an overloaded
hard drive, it is time to give it a thorough spring cleaning. With the following
checklist, you can easily bring spring clean your computer and bring it back
to life.
Before your spring clean your computer hardware, be sure to shut down the
computer, remove the battery (if using a laptop), unplug the power cable, and
most importantly ground yourself.

CLEAN YOUR KEYBOARD Did you know that keyboards are dirtier than a
toilet seat? Frankly, that should not come as a surprise. When was the last time
you cleaned your keyboard? Dirty keyboards are a health hazard and a spring
cleaning is quick and easy.
You can carefully vacuum the keyboard to remove loose particles and dust.
Afterwards, wipe the keys with a lint-free cloth that is lightly dampened.
Finally, disinfect the keyboard using alcohol wipes or spray some alcoholcontaining cleaner on your cloth. If the keyboard is in bad shape, you may
want to consider replacing it.
4
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CLEAN YOUR MOUSE You can be assured that if your keyboard is dirty, so
is your mouse. You can clean the top surface with a lint-free cloth. Also, make
sure to give the light diode at the bottom a careful wipe with a Q-tip.
CLEAN THE FAN Whether you have a desktop computer or a laptop, your
CPU (central processing unit) and GPU (graphics processing unit) need
cooling. This is generally achieved through a fan that cools a heat sink,
which disperses heat from the processors. When the air intake grills, the
fan or the vents are blocked by dust, which rends the cooling less efficient.
Consequently, the processors run hot faster and more frequently, which can
cause the processor to become slow or even break prematurely. Therefore, it is
in your best interest to give the fans, intake grills, and vents a good cleaning
to ensure optimal air flow and cooling. I recommend using a vacuum cleaning
or canned air to remove dust, and a damp cloth to wipe it down. Do the same
for the intake grills and vents. Do not remove the heat sink unless you are
prepared to replace the thermal compound.
CLEAN YOUR LCD MONITOR
Cleaning a modern LCD screen
isn’t the same as cleaning an oldfashioned CRT monitor. That is
because CRTs are covered with
glass, while LCD displays have
a softer plastic-based surface. To
clean your LCD screen without
damaging it, you will need a
lint-free cloth, distilled water
(for dust) or isopropyl alcohol or
white vinegar (for oily stains).
Spray your cloth with water or
a 1:1 isopropyl alcohol/water
mixture. Then carefully wipe
the screen with the damp cloth.
Whatever electronic equipment
you are cleaning, do not clean it
while it is turned on! Be sure to
turn the device off and remove
the power source. Do not use
dripping wet sponges or clothes.
Do use damp clothes or alcohol-based cleaners. Do not attempt to dismantle
a device if you are unsure whether or not you will be able to put it back
together. Last, but not least be sure to read the manual or instructions from the
manufacturer or seek assistance from a qualified professional.
www.udca.info
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Smells like Summer
in the University District!

By: Nemo Gifford, Edited by: Nemo’s Humans, Sara and Joe

Woof Humans!
It is getting hot outside and the
squirrels are taking over our homes!
We dogs think it’s a huge problem,
and demand something be done.
The other dogs bark about it every
time I walk by with my humans!
I’ll talk to the neighborhood human
pack leader on my next shift for
Neighborhood Squirrel Patrol.
I am Nemo the dog and I don’t know
how long I’ve lived here in Detroit.
It feels like seven years since we
changed houses, at least to me. So
far I like it here. There are lots of dogs, noises, and smells to enjoy any time
of the day. And boy does this place smell great when the outside warms up.
Food grilling, flowers blooming, mud stinking...I wish the whole year could
smell like this!
You’ll mostly see me walk my humans down the street. They need the exercise!
I do it to smell what’s going on and leave messages for the other dogs. Sorry if
it just looks like I’m peeing on your tree! It’s how we dogs talk to each other
around here...kind of how humans share the important stuff on the “web”. If
you don’t want me to pee on trees or your special plants, just yell at my dad.
He likes talking to new people!
My humans say this is the best home they ever had. We changed houses lots
of times when I was a puppy, and none of them were as big as this one! On our
walks we like to see all the different houses and people that make this place
special. Stop and say woof if you see us. We are nice and don’t bite. If you’re
lucky I may even give you a big wet kiss!

6

Summer 2018

Our human neighbors came over for a “block” party this year when it was cold
out. Talk about wild animals! I have never seen humans bark, eat, and drink
so much. Mom and dad took a really long time to wake up the next day. Don’t
worry, I barked loud to help wake them up for our walk.
I like telling you about my life this way. I try to bark it through my windows
when you walk by but nobody listens! Follow me at my dog blog, detroitpawcity.
com. I’ll share the latest smells, top garbage cans to eat from, and progress on
the squirrel invasion. Sign up for free, but treat donations are preferred.
Okay everyone enjoy the warm outside. Thanks for letting me and my humans
walk around this great place. Be sure to have your treats ready and sprinklers
running when I walk by!

Gesu Solar Club Newsletter
by Rehema Klueg, Gesu School 7th Grader

I live in the University District and I am part of
the Gesu School Solar Club. I want to tell you
about our current project. We have investigated
the implementation of solar energy and are
hoping to put solar panels on the roof of Gesu
School, to generate and produce electricity.
We think this is a good idea because it would
produce free electricity which would help our
budget.
From our research we have learned that 8% of
Americans have asthma. However, 20% of the
people in Michigan have asthma, and 27% of
Detroiters have asthma. Air pollution is the third leading cause of asthma.
Solar energy is an abundant, clean energy source which will result in less
pollution than traditional electricity. This will benefit more than our school.
The surrounding community would also benefit from this.
If we have a 20kw array on our roof, it is like planting 630 trees, and would
reduce 24.6 metric tons of carbon dioxide in the air. It is also the equivalent to
taking 5.2 cars off the road for 1 year. With this system, we could save $59,000
over 20 years in electrical costs. I will let you know if we get this project done.
www.udca.info
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UDCA Kids Corner
It’s that time of year again UDCA’s Chess Heads chess
camp is coming!!! Aug 13-16. K3-K6 (Beginners to
Advance). Chess coaches Kameron Tollive, Micheal
Clark, The legendary Derrick Wilder, and a few of
Detroit City Chess Team are volunteering in support
of our camp. UDCA Camp will include shirts, medals,
trophies. Times, venues, cost, and registration can be
found on www.UDCA.info as well as our local social
media site Next Door.

Houston Poe

ALSO the Police Athletic Lead (PAL) is preparing a Pilot program for our
young chess players beginners-advance (ages 8-14) It will be every Saturday
during the summer. Details TBA. Please feel free to call Coach Derrick (313)
646-5365.
UDCA would like to congratulate one of its own Houston Poe who finished
top ten in K-6 U900 division at the National Chess Tournament in Nashville,
TN. GO HOUSTON!!!!!
The youth committee wants to know and publish exciting accomplishments
and or extraordinary deeds completed by our neighborhood youth (k-12). Feel
free to brag.
P.S. we love pictures. Send info to annarites2u@icloud.com.
Have a Great Summer Hope to see you soon,
Anna Richardson (Youth Committee)
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DPS Superintendant
Meets with UDCA Residents
Community Concerned about Closing of School

Dr. Nickolai P. Vitti

Angelique Peterson-Maybury

According to Dr. Nickolai P. Vitti, who addressed residents on April 24, 2018,
the Palmer Park Academy (P3A) building, like many Detroit Public School
buildings, have suffered from years of neglect. A current study is being done
of all buildings to assess the need and determine how to prioritize those needs
using the limited amount of funds available; however, when the concerns
about P3A came up - the decision was made to act immediately rather than to
wait. He stated that the repairs will be done by the fall with students returning
in September 2018 to start the school year.
The results of the full district building analysis should be available in August.
It will include a list of improvements the districts will be able to fund, and a
list of improvements that the district will not be able to immediately fund for
each school in the district.
Dr. Vitti and/or his staff will be available to meet every month to give updates
on the progress of the repairs. The UDCA & his staff will work to set up these
meetings. These dates will be provided on our UDCA website www.udca.info
and NextDoor.
Continued on next page

www.udca.info
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• The community has a huge opportunity to help this school. Even if
you do not have a student attending this school, building up this school
is a responsibility we all share - more opportunities and information
about how to help will be forthcoming.
• DPSCD Intention: to be the best urban school district in the country just need time, space and community support to get there.
Dr. Vitti responded to several questions from residents:
What happened at P3A?
• There is a weight of neglect after a decade of emergency management
• One of the biggest problems is the condition of the infrastructure
• 3rd party facility review started a couple months ago
° Assessing the cost needed to bring each school up to code & bring
		 each school up to 2021 standards
° Review should be complete within a month (and made public no later
		 than August) - will then have a conversation with the community
		 about how to address
° Wanted to have that review done before attacking each problem 		
		 individually, wanted to take a comprehensive look
• Was aware of (P3A) needing a new roof (and several other schools needing
a new roof as well). The roof was on the short list of things to do 		
immediately once the facility review was done
• Teacher sent an email about mold in the school - he had a team go out
the next day to check out the concerns.
° Word started to spread that there was “black mold” and that it was not
		 safe to go back. This was not confirmed at the time.
° School was cancelled and Dr. Vitti met with the faculty to determine
		 what to do
Options: relocate to another school or stay in the school. Faculty
				 agreed to move to another school

			

■

■ 3rd party mold review was also completed - report indicated that
				 there was no significant or concerning amount of mold in the
				 building. There were examples of mold due to the roof leaking;
				 however, the levels were not dangerous.
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For complete environmental report visit: https://tinyurl.com/ycrbvk68
• Students were relocated to Detroit International Academy (DIA)
• Committed to:
° Building a new roof at Palmer Park Academy, repairing the 2nd floor
		 for use and repainting all of the classrooms.
How committed are you to the Montessori program?
• District believes the Montessori program is one of the best tools to build
critical thinking, analytical skills and recruit people into the district.
Very committed to this program.
Latchkey
• Trying to create after school programs in every school in the district that
are free of cost. They are going to try to offer after school support, and
then look at latchkey if there is a demand at the school.
Has the assessment been completed in P3A? What else besides mold was
found there? What about lead/asbestos?
• Nothing came back in the report that was significantly concerning from
a health perspective.
• The assessment was targeted and focused on indoor air quality (mold,
mold spores, air quality)
• Law/licensing requires asbestos inspections that have been done and
the results have been made available in the schools. If any issues are
identified they will be fixed.
Has a qualified contractor been identified?
• “Request for Proposals” are complete; work has not started yet.
• Ceiling tiles will be replaced and tested for asbestos.
Curriculum concerns - students need art, music, robotics, things other than
the core academic programs. What is being done about this?
• Just passed a budget to fund a music & art program at every school in
district. Principal is empowered to make that decision with the district.
• Trying to rebuild in phases and be fiscally responsible - but they are
committed to bringing this back.
Continued on next page
www.udca.info
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How are we funding the capital improvements?
• There is a perception of forgiveness of long term debt - linked to the
legacy of emergency management. The debt was not forgiven by Lansing,
and all our tax dollars are currently going toward the DPS debt - not for
any funding for the new DPSCD. The debut due to be paid off in 2040.
° We are not generating natural revenue for improvements from taxes
° State allocated $25 million to DPSCD for building improvements 		 have about $20 million left, but that will be spent very quickly.
° Facility review will probably identify over a $1 billion in capital 		
		 improvements needed
■ Even though we expect the needs of this study to greatly outweigh
				 the resources we must fix them; we wanted to be able to identify
				 the capital needs and then discuss what to do about that.

			

Will the tests be done again after the repairs are done?
• Will do another mold test before the school year starts.
Will the community be able to walk through the building before it re-opens?
• Yes - committed to doing this before the school re-opens
Safety of students - pickup & drop off is chaotic, fights are breaking out, etc.
Can DPS officers come on site to help ensure the safety of the kids?
• We should have security there, Vitti said he would check on school
personally and decide if additional security is warranted.
Children with special needs - no placement for them at P3A - what is being
done about that?
• Role of the district is to honor the individual education plan of the child
Members of his team are focused on this issue as well.
Do we need to bring more community organizations, businesses and outside
agencies to help with the rebuilding? How can people help and play more of
a role?
• Creating a school advisory council will be made up of parents, teachers,
PTA, alumni, students, faith-based partners
° Will work with school principal to create a school improvement plan
		 and a discipline plan
° Mentoring, tutoring opportunities
° Reach out to principal to get involved in that committee
12
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Community member feedback:
• What can we do as a community to support the school - Vitti/DPSCD
cannot fix everything - what can we do as a community to help the
school & take care of things. There are things we don’t need to wait for
Vitti to get done.
• We have a golden opportunity right now to bring this school up to
community standards. We have young people moving in and we 		
haven’t seen young families in the neighborhood in 10-15 years. If we
work w/ Ms. Hightower we can once again be proud of that school.
• Need a core, critical mass of parents who can create a movement/		
environment for people to follow.
Angelique Peterson-Maybury - Vice President of School Board
• It is going to take your voice and community work to bring the schools back.

Compare Prescription Drug Prices
Want to check and see if you are paying the lowest possible rate for your
medications? To compare drug prices, visit MichiganDrugPrices.com or call
866-755-6479. This service, provided by the Michigan Department of Health
and Human Services, allows consumers to compare pharmacy prices on
hundreds of the most commonly prescribed drugs in Michigan. The website
also provides information about discount programs at local retailers and can
help you sign up for a free or low-cost assistance program to help you get the
medication you need.

www.udca.info
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Safety / Security
School Partnership
Youth Projects
Historic Society
Zoning
Garage / Yard Sale

c Home / Garden Tour
c Membership
c Newsletter / Website /
Social Media /
Communications
Senior Activity Committee

UDCA Resident Contact Information (Fill in for at least one resident and please print)
First Name
Last Name
Cell Phone
Email

Home Phone: ______________________________________________ Year you Moved Here: ____________

UDCA Property Address: ____________________________________________________________________

c Beautification
c Block Captain / Block
Cub
c Social and Events
c Family Activities
c Residential Standards

Interested in supporting the UDCA? Please check the area(s) that best suit your interest!

Please complete this form and submit it with your payment.

Membership Payment Form = $60.00

University District Community Association

c American Express

Cash
c Check

Administrative Use Only:

Rec By: _____________ Rec Date: __________ Dep Date: ___________
Web Activation By: _____________ Web Activation Date: ___________

Would you like to be placed on recurring billing? If you select recurring billing, you will receive a $10.00
discount and we will automatically charge your card every year to renew your membership. c Yes c No

Name on Card: _____________________________ Authorized Signature: _____________________________

Billing Address: ________________________________ City: _______________ State: _______ Zip: ________

Credit Card Number: _____________________________________________________ Exp Date: _____/_____

c Discover

Payment Type: c Check c Money Order
Check or Money Order Number: ___________

CREDIT CARD AUTHORIZATION FORM:
Card Type:
c Visa c MasterCard

Amount Submitted: $________

Payment Options: You can pay your membership dues online by visiting https://www.udca.info/join, or fill out
the form below and send it to UDCA, PO Box 21483, Detroit, MI 48221.

Calling All UDCA New Residents! 5th
Annual New Resident Meet & Greet
We would like to welcome you “UDCA Style” If you have recently moved to
our wonderful neighborhood (2017 or 2018).
The UDCA Membership Committee is hosting the 5th Annual New Resident
Meet & Greet, Saturday July 14th, from 5 – 8 PM. This is our 5th year and,
we can honestly say, we are getting better every year. Come out and meet your
UDCA Board and Committee Chairs, and other new neighbors while enjoying
a relaxing evening of food, fun and good conversation!
Are you a new neighbor? Make sure we get you on the invitation list by calling
313-318-7498 and leave a message with your name, phone number and address
OR send us a quick email with your contact information to:
communications@udca.info.
We are looking forward to getting to know you!
UDCA Membership Committee
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Renewed Adoption
The UDCA has once again renewed its contract with the City of Detroit to
adopt the Belden-Santa Maria Park for the 2018 summer season.
As a part of its commitment to the youth of the neighborhood, UDCA through
the oversight of the Beautification Committee will ensure that:
Park is kept clean and free of garbage
Grass is mowed so that the grass is never higher than 6 inches
Grass is trimmed around edges, fences, paths, trees and play equipment
Parks are to be inspected every other Monday throughout the summer and
scored on the three commitments listed above. A score of 3 is “excellent”;
2 is “adequate”; and 1 “needs improvement”. Scores are to be posted online
at www.detroitmi.gov drill down to the adopt-A-Park logo to see how we
measure-up.
The Park’s four swings and slide are designed for small children, that’s why
some of our neighbors call it the “tot lot”. It’s located on Belden Street in the
first block off 6 mile.
Last year Belden was one of six parks in the adoption program to receive an
award from the City for its cleanliness.
Also, in April the Detroit Institute of Arts selected it as a participant in its
Inside/Out program. The program brings reproductions of great art work from
the Detroit Institute of Arts collection out to the community. Our piece entitled
Irises and Calla Lilies will be on display through the summer.
If you’re looking for a smaller venue for your toddler’s next outdoor adventure
this may be just the place to visit.
For the Beautification Committee
Frank S. Benedict Committee Chair

www.udca.info
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Company’s Coming - Again
UDCA Prepares for 2018 Home Tour
I know you’ve been hearing about the 2018 HOME AND GARDEN TOUR
for months and it’s still almost 100 days off - but spring has actually sprung
and we all have a chance to use the 2018 Home and Garden Tour as motivation
to get some work done on our lovely homes and gardens. Plant those rose
bushes you’ve been putting off. (Remember to harvest the rose hips for tea.)
This isn’t really one of those hard-core neighborhoods that outlaws traditional
grass, yet there are some interesting landscaping ideas popping up around our
community. There are moss experiments along with ivy replacing Kentucky
Blue. One of our neighbors has years ago forgone grass in favor of native
perennials. It’s lovely. Last fall I spotted large bushy healthy-looking collard
greens in the from yard of one of our neighbors. It certainly added to the
distinctive lush look of that yard.
There’s a school in Kentucky that is free to all admitted students. In exchange
for tuition, room and board, students do all of the college labor. Most of the
faculty front yards in Berea have raised beds and grow food instead of grass.
As you plan your outdoor improvements this spring, consider adding a few
edibles to the plan. Herbs, edible cabbages, collards, rainbow chard are just
a few that will add interest and culinary delight to your yard. Any of these
plants add particular interest to container gardens.
Our tour houses this year are in full prep for their visitors. We have houses on
Oak Drive, Fairfield, Muirland, Wildemere, and Parkside. Six of our neighbors
have consented to open up their homes to visitors. I visited one of the homes
from the last tour and OMG! (oh my goodness) it is breathtaking. Everywhere
I looked there were visual treats and fascinations. I am pleased to tell you that
this year’s homes are just as amazing.
I would suggest you not wait until the last minute to buy your tickets. They
are available right now on the UDCA web site. Just click on events and buy
as many tickets as you like for $20 each. Invite a friend. It will be a fun day
for you and friends. If you wait until September 9th the cost goes up to $25.
So- don’t delay.
This year we’ve added something new to the day’s pleasures. Introducing the
2018 Home and Garden Tour Outdoor Café. Come early and enjoy a delectable
bite before you board the bus or begin the bike ride or walk to the homes on tour.
18
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Company’s coming in the hundreds!!! So, put your best foot forward and join
all of us in showing our guests just how proud we are to be neighbors in such
a lovely place.
P.S. Naming opportunities for the café are still available. Email me, Asenath
Andrews at asenathandrews@gmail.com for details.
P.P.S. Every time you visit one of our local businesses, please ask if they are
advertising in the UDCA Home & Garden Tour Booklet.
Tickets cn be purchased at www.udca.info

University District Patrol Updates
The University District Patrol (UDP) Board would like to thank our supporters
for keeping the patrol services operating daily from 7pm to 3am. Hopefully, you
have had a chance to wave to Mike or Skipper or utilize their service.
Many of you have concerns regarding where we are with our Special Assessment
District (SAD). We are at the 50% resident participation mark! We are making
another push this summer to increase our signatures to show even stronger
resident support for this effort.
Recently, you might have seen comments on Next Door about a male riding a
bike while checking out backyards. Our UDP Board President, John Autrey,
saw the posting and immediately called UDP patrol to investigate. These are
instances when having a neighborhood service like ours is truly valuable. If you
are a subscriber, please call the patrol officers to tell them if you see something
suspicious when they are on duty. You pay for this service and it keeps everyone
(subscribers and non-subscribers alike) safe.
If you attended our recent community meeting, you were privy to an
informative presentation on “Active Shooter” situations. It made us think about
our surroundings and things we could do to feel prepared. We enrolled new
subscribers who took advantage of our Friends & Family Promotional Discount
and saved some cash. Fortunately, if you were not able to attend that meeting, we
have a Summer Sale coming up (see article elsewhere in the newsletter). Please
watch for it. Please continue to support us until the SAD process is completed
by the City in the beginning of 2020. That’s eighteen months away that a few of
us are trying to keep many of us SAFE!
www.udca.info
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A Part of the Solution
or a Part of the Problem
by Evelyn Foreman

In 2012 a group of your neighbors raised concerns about the decline observed
in our neighborhood during the home/mortgage crisis. That group formed
the current Residential Standards Committee to explore what could be
done to have trash and bulk removed from our streets, lawns cut, properties
maintained, and stem the tide of negative variables which were diminishing
the property and aesthetic value of our neighborhood.
This committee of volunteers is small and can only operate successfully
with the cooperation and support of the neighbors it serves. If anyone in
the community sees something that is wrong, it is hoped that all of us will
take responsibility to help solve the problem. That responsibility might be
demonstrated in any of the following within our comfort zone:
• If you feel comfortable, speak with any neighbor who might be uninformed
about some procedures
• Notify Residential Standards what the problem is and where the problem
is located by using the website www.udcaonline (click Resource, click file
a residential standards complaint). The standards document is also located
in this area. If you do not have internet access, leave a message at 313-318-7498.
• Take out your cell phone, take a photo, and use the Improve Detroit APP.
(free download) to report offense to the city Residential Standards will not
get involved in this situation.
Remember, Residential Standards always mails our neighbors a heads-up
letter or postcard before contacting the appropriate city department. However,
police can write tickets immediately upon seeing city code violations without
prior notice.
If you can do any of the above, you become a part of the solution. The next
thing you can do to help us to help this community is to complete our next
survey in April and give us feedback on how we are doing, what you have
done, and what you hope to see us do together.
Thank you,
UDCA Residential Standards Committee
20
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There’s A Front Row Seat
Waiting for You!
A UDCA Board of Directors’ seat, that is. Remember, it’s never too early to
start planning!
Summer’s here, but fall will be here before we know it. And that means
another season of that most American of traditions. The Vote! It’s our right
(as Americans) It’s our responsibility (as members). Yep, in just five months
the ballots will be mailed for the 2017 UDCA Board of Directors Elections!
And there’s a slot on the ballot for you. There are no primaries, no caucuses,
no straw votes, and no paparazzi. Just run. (It’s almost that easy.) And it’s well
worth the effort. You can make such a difference in the University District,
your home.
In October, the UDCA board will seek candidates and/or nominations for five
board seats for the term of 2018 through 2020. Ballots will be distributed to
UDCA paid members in November.
You have all summer to think about it. Months to remind yourself why YOU
should join the Board. So, watch for election details in the fall newsletter. In
the mean time, check out the web site for the by-laws, activities, community
projects, current Board members terms and more. Look at all you could do.
And talk to your neighbors. You’ll be surprised at the support you’ll get. And
suggestions for UDCA actions.
Still not sure? Well, don’t decide just yet. Talk to a current or former Board
member. Participate in this summer’s UDCA activities. Come to a monthly
Board meeting and see just how well you’d fit in. Remember, together we can
do anything. Just take your seat. Be the change you’ve been waiting for!

www.udca.info
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UDCA Cookbook
Just another great day in the neighborhood- another great day in our neighborhood.
Another great day to be neighbors- Are you cooking? Are you eating? Are you
sharing?
We are creating a UDCA Neighborhood Cookbook and we need your RECIPES!
Please write down your favorites. If you’ve been making that dish so long it
is an eyeball and nose and hearing thing please make it ready to share with
our neighbors. We’re going to need more specific directions. You may need to
practice the recipe using standard measuring units like teaspoons, tablespoons,
cups, ½ cup…

If there is a story that goes with the recipe please include it. If it doesn’t have
a name please create one. “Uncle Joe’s Barbeque Sauce” is fine. If you’re
sharing it from another source please acknowledge the origin. We want all
kinds of recipes. Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner, Main dishes, desserts, appetizers,
side dishes, meat, poultry, seafood, vegetarian, vegan, pickles, relishes, kimchi,
sauces hot & not- If you’d be so kind as to share it we want it. If it was passed to
you from Gram, or the old lady from the church or the guy you met at summer
camp send it in.
The new cookbook committee had its first meeting and each of us brought a dish
and submitted the recipe for that dish.
We’re off to a good start but we need your input: UDCAcookbook@gmail.com
We hope to publish and be ready for the Cookbook Launch Sale Dinner by
November.
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Random Acts of Kindness
Be the Best YOU! By: Asenath Andrews

I have recently encountered some really mean hateful people. It is a rather
new situation for me. Of course, I recall some “mean girls” in junior high and
even a few in high school. But by the time I became an adult, I don’t recall
being witness to overtly mean deliberately offensive or malicious face to face
behavior.
There just doesn’t seem to be any really good reason to be mean to someone on
purpose. I mean - really? What do you get out of being unkind or malicious?
Does it make you feel better to treat others badly? My guess is that these nasty
spiteful people I lately faced are really unhappy people. And Unhappy people
actually do like to make others unhappy.
Some days ago I heard someone say they went to an event and decided to
make a conscious effort to be kind and complimentary to strangers and
acquaintances alike. WOW! As great as that sounds, how have we gotten to
be a community where we have to even think about such things? Why isn’t
kindness, thoughtfulness, helpfulness the “default” and not the “extra”.
I worked in a school and we would announce “random acts of kindness days.”
On those days we asked students to be especially aware and intentional in
doing things to help others. It was supposed to extend outside of school too.
“So, for 12 hours on this Tuesday do something kind and special for someone.
Remember your parents are people too and would appreciate your positive
attention.” The response school-wide was delightful! Smiles all over the place.
No act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever wasted (Aesop).
There was a National Random Acts of Kindness Day in February (who knew).
So here are a few suggestions of kind acts that you can do any day; I am sure
you can think of others:

1

If you’re waiting in a drive-through lane, pay for the order of the car
behind you. If you’re dining in, pay for someone else’s meal.

2

If you’re out and about, leave uplifting messages on sticky notes on
restroom mirrors and bulletin boards, or tuck them inside library books
you’re returning.
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3

Send a virtual hug by text or social media; choose somebody you don’t
communicate with often and let them know they matter.

4

Tip your server or barista more than you normally would. Note on the
receipt you’re doing it as part of Random Acts of Kindness Day.

5

Go out on the sidewalk and picket with signs with messages that say
something like “be kind” or “you matter.” Or use sidewalk chalk to leave
a nice message.

6

Send a thank-you note to someone who made a big difference in your life,
even if it was years ago.

7

Fill a backpack you’re no longer using with gloves, hats, toiletries and
other items and give it to a homeless person or leave it at some location
you know a homeless person might find it. Leave a box of disposable
wipes or diapers in the family restroom.

8

Take a bouquet of flowers or a basket of fruit to an elderly neighbor who
lives alone.

9

Donate to your favorite charity. If you don’t have a favorite or don’t know
which one to give to, hop on charitynavigator.org to find some of the most
reputable.

10 Let someone go ahead of you in the line at the grocery store.
These seem pretty simple but could bring a smile to the face of a friend, lover,
relative, neighbor or stranger. But I “betcha” you’ll get as much or more from
your act than the recipient.
I believe that the test of a Christian is how you live your life and how you treat
others. My best friend who happens to be a Muslim says that the Bible quote
“Do unto others as you would have them do unto you” is the greatest of all and
actually the rest of the Bible is just expository. I understand that. Remember,
Kindness is the language which the deaf can hear and the blind can see. (Mark
Twain); A sister is a friend and defender – a listener, conspirator, a counselor
and a sharer of delights and sorrows too; Brothers don’t let each other wander
in the dark alone.

www.udca.info
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University District Patrol
Summer Membership Sales Event!
The UDP held its first ever membership sale
at our April general meeting. 50% of the new
subscribers who signed up at the meeting
took advantage of the savings. Due to popular
demand since then, the sale has been extended
through the summer.

FIRST TIME EVER!

NEW MEMBER DISC

OUNT

SAVE UP TO $130
!

If you are not currently a Patrol member, join the Patrol by the end of summer
and get FREE months added to your paid membership term.
Look at your savings:
• Buy 12 months & get 18 months of service!!!
• Buy 9 months & get 12 months of service!!
• Buy 6 months & get 9 months of service!
Current members save too! Here’s how:
1. Refer a non-current patrol member, either your neighbor,
a family member or a friend (N/F/F).
2. Your N/F/F joins the patrol for at least 6 months (and gives you
the credit).
3. Both you and your N/F/F get 3 MONTHS added to your 		
membership term!!
Go to: www.universitydistrictpatrol.org/contact and send us a message stating
the term of membership that you want. IT’S THAT EASY!!

To our UDCA neighbors and friends...
...Have a safe and wonderful

From Lucius Gunn, President and the UDCA Board
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University District Patrol
PO Box 21041
Detroit, Michigan 48221
Security Patrol Invoice

Invoice Date 07/01/2018

Dear Neighbor:
Please detach the lower portion of this invoice and return it with your payment.
You may also go to our website at www.universitydistrictpatrol.org and use our PayPal link.
When you visit our website, please join our email list.
For billing issues or general inquiries, please email us: subscribers@
universitydistrictpatrol.org or send us a letter to the address above.
Thank you for becoming a subscriber!

Your Subscription Renewal Options
Subscription Period

Price

12 Month Subscription

$195.00

6 Month Subscription

$130.00

3 Month Subscription

$65.00

1 Month Subscription

$25.00

3 Month Payment
Extends your
coverage to:

$260.00

9 Month Subscription

6 Month Payment

10/31/18

01/31/19

9 Month Payment
04/30/19

12 Month Payment
07/31/19

Renewal Name:___________________________________________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________________________________________________
Phone:__________________________________________________________________________________
Email:___________________________________________________________________________________
Amount Enclosed: $_______________ #Months Paid (if not below)__________________
Payment Option: 3 Months_________ 6 Months_________ 9 Months_________ 12 Months_________
Expiration Date:

10/31/18

For Office use only: Check Number

01/31/19

04/30/19
Deposit Date

Return with Payment

www.udca.info

07/31/19
Payment Date

Invoice Date 07/01/2018
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Board Terms’ status, as of January 2018
Board Member
Brenda Andrews
Sidney H. Bailey III
Frank Benedict
Michael E. Carmona**
Kimberly Gunn
Lucius Gunn
Malaika Ramsey-Heath
Amber Hunt*
Rainy Hamilton
Bryon Knuth
Valerie McPhaul
Anna Richardson-Poe
Roger Short
Curtis S. Smith
Jay Taylor

Consecutive
Terms Served
2
5
1
1
1
1
1
1
4
1
2
2
3
1
1

Year Current
Term began
Jan 2018
Jan 2016
Jan 2018
Jan 2018
Jan 2017
Jan 2017
Jan 2018
Nov 2017
Jan 2017
Jan 2016
Jan 2016
May 2018
Jan 2016
Jan 2017
Jan 2018

Year Current
Term Expires
Dec 2020
Dec 2018
Dec 2020
Dec 2018
Dec 2019
Dec 2019
Jan 2020
Dec 2019
Dec 2019
Dec 2018
Dec 2018
Dec 2020
Dec 2018
Dec 2019
Dec 2020

*Amber Hunt was appointed to complete the term of Gregory O’Neal
** Michael E. Carmona was appointed to complete the term of Jeremy Lewis

PRIMARY ELECTION

TUESDAY
AUGUST 7, 2018

ATTENTION!
ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS HERE
BRENDA GOSS ANDREWS
Realtor, UD Resident
3DX Real Estate-Novi
Bus: 313-910-3860
brenda@3dxonline.com
List your business in the UDCA
newsletter only $25 up to 5 lines.
Limited space for this advertising
opportunity. Don’t miss the next
deadline:
Fall/Winter articles & ads DUE:
Sep. 12, 2018
Newsletter Published Nov. 2018
Visit www.udca.info to
submit your ad for 2018.
Questions??? Contact us at
newsletter@udca.info

Help Wanted!
Beautification Committee
Committee
Beautification
Do you have gardening skills or just like to get your hands dirty? This committee helps keep and

Do you have gardening skills or just like to get your hands dirty? This committee helps keep
maintain
the planters
at theatend
all of
ourallstreets
and coordinate
District-wide
clean ups.
and
maintain
the planters
theof
end
our streets
and coordinate
District-wide
cleanGive
ups.
us a hand.
Recently,
this committee
has coordinated
the 6 mile
Belden
cleanPark
ups.clean
Give
us a hand.
Recently,
this committee
has coordinated
theand
6 mile
andPark
Belden
Contact
Benedictto
Email:
ups
and Frank
they continue
cleantinmanofdetroit@juno.com
up and beautify our community. Contact Frank Benedict Email:
tinmanofdetroit@juno.com
Block Captain
We still need captains for several of our blocks. Only a little bit of your time each month will go
Block
Captain
a long way
to make UDCA one of the best and safest communities in the city.
We
still need
captainsEmail:
for several
of our blocks. Only a little bit of your time each month will go a
Contact
Val McPhaul
valmcphaul@aol.com
long way to make UDCA one of the best and safest communities in the city. Let’s make sure each
360 Degrees of Communication
block has representation. Contact Val McPhaul Email: valmcphaul@aol.com
Wish you could contribute to the collective consciousness of our neighborhood? UDCA wants to
make sure we reach all our neighbors whether by newsletter, website, social media, email or
360
Degrees
Communication
just old
fashionedof
door
to door campaigns. We are looking for residents with the interest and
Wish
you
could
contribute
to the
collective
of our neighborhood?
UDCA wants to
skills in helping to coordinate
these
various consciousness
aspects of communication
into a
make sure we reach all our neighbors whether by newsletter, website, social media, email or just
cohesive message for UDCA. Contact Luke Gunn Email: lgunn806@aol.com or Amber Hunt
old fashioned door to door campaigns. We are looking for residents with the interest and skills
Email:
amberto@gmail.com
in
helping
to coordinate these various aspects of communication into a cohesive message for
UDCA. Contact communications@udca.info or Email: Communications Director, Amber Hunt at
Newsletter Advertising Representatives
amberto@gmail.com
Our newsletter reaches over 1200 homes in UDCA. Our publication needs to be
self-sustaining. Advertising
To do that, we are
seeking that go-getter who can market and
Newsletter
Representatives
sell ads
for our reaches
upcoming
issues
Winter).
Our
newsletter
over
1200(Fall,
homes
in UDCA. Our publication needs to be selfsustaining.
To do
that, we
are seeking
that go-getter
Contact Ashlee
Coutant,
Advertising
Manager
Email: who can market and sell ads
for
our upcoming issues. We are also seeking those that want to be feature writers
newsletter@udca.info
or have a great idea for an article.
Contact
at newsletter@udca.info
SeniorUsCommittee
The UDCA wants to provide fun activities for everyone’s interest as well as “good and welfare”

Other
Committees
Senior)those that want to assist in coordinating
checks on
sick and shut in(Youth,
residents.Social,
We are seeking

The UDCA wants to provide fun activities for our youth and residents as well as “good and
events and activities for our senior residents. To volunteer, contact Greg O’Neal Email:
welfare” checks on sick and shut in residents. We are seeking those that want to assist in
gonealgroup@att.net
coordinating
events and activities for our residents. To volunteer, contact any Board Member or
email communications@udca.info

Check out our new and improved website;

https://udca.info
Now you can check out the resident directory,
submit requests and advertisements, pay your
UDCA memberships, and much more!
Like us on Facebook
www.udca.info
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Join our mailing list at www.udca.info

The University District
strives to maintain and
support the integrity of
the neighborhood, provide
communication of events
and issues to its residents,
promote a quality education
in our local schools while
maintaining health, safety,
and happiness in a family
friendly diverse community.

University District
Community Association
www.udca.info
313.318.7498

PO Box 21483
Detroit, MI 48221
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