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Michael and his wife, Leslie, reside in the University
District of Detroit and are active UDCA members. They
returned home to Detroit with a passion for the city and
spend their free time volunteering for local charities; including
the Humane Society, Life Remodeled, and the Greening of
Detroit. They believe in our city and work diligently to foster
the continued growth of Detroit along with those who reside
in it.
Michael earned his BA from the University of Michigan
and his MBA from Michigan State University. He is also a
CFP candidate and works as a Client Relationship Manager
for White Pine Investment Company. In this role, he hopes to
continue assisting his city and neighbors achieve financial
success.

"We create comprehensive financial plans, unique to each
client, that are designed to help you achieve your financial
goals and to provide you with the wherewithal to intelligently
make it through the ups and downs of the market."

www.Wpinv.com
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Letter From The President
by Lucius Gunn

Thanks Dave Marquardt, for your years of service!
On July 23, the Executive Committee of the UDCA gave
a farewell sendoff for longtime resident and community
volunteer, David Marquardt, who recently moved to Ann
Arbor with his family after 47 years on Birchcrest block
8. During his time with us, David, along with his late wife Marge, have
been tireless volunteers for the UDCA. Over the years he chaired the Block
Captains Committee, served twice as UDCA president, facilitated the annual
UDCA board planning retreats, served as liaison with LIV6 and the 12
Precinct, worked with the Volunteer Radio Patrol and he served on various
other committees.
All told, there were 5 UDCA presidents in attendance, including me, along
with many current and former board members thanking Dave for a job well
done. Dave has made a huge difference in our community and made lifelong
friendships along the way. We applaud you, David Marquardt.
I’m hoping there are other residents out there that want to step up and help our
great community like David. Please consider volunteering for a committee
that you’d be interested in or even running for the board. Make a difference in
your community.
We need more David Marquarts!
Lucius Gunn, UDCA President

2

Fall 2017

“The Power of One Dedicated Woman”
Annual Award Honors Mary Jo Smith
June 20, 2017 - In a breakfast at the Stroh River Place Atrium, Michigan
Community Resources (MCR) held the third annual The Power of One
Dedicated Woman ceremony, an event honoring six unsung women changing
Detroit neighborhoods. These women are community leaders who volunteer
their time and talent to improve their neighborhoods and inspire others to get
involved in community development.
Mary Jo Smith of University District Radio Patrol was a 2017 Power of One
Dedicated Woman award winner. She was nominated by UDCA resident Mary
Leonard, who said in part:
Mary Jo Smith was an early member of the University District Citizens’
Radio Patrol. As the Patrol’s president, she was among those who led the
neighborhood’s defense against the foreclosure crisis that began in 2006,
leading to as many as 250 empty and ill-maintained homes in 2009 and
increasing thefts of house fixtures and autos. During the worst years of the
foreclosure crisis, Ms. Smith worked closely with the Detroit Police’s 12th
Precinct; initiated contact with banks and their agents who owned empty,
open, and neglected houses; and applied for grants for security equipment
to place on abandoned homes.
Ms. Smith continues to lead the Radio Patrol and to be a leader in community
safety. She makes regular reports on crime statistics and Patrol activities to
the University District Community Association and the 12th Precinct and
writes quarterly columns on safety issues for our community newsletter.
As a result of Ms. Smith’s leadership efforts and the commitment of her
fellow volunteers, University District residents enjoy one of the lowest
crime rates in the city. The neighborhood has rebounded from the
foreclosure crisis and become a magnet for homebuyers. Older residents
who had felt trapped in under-valued homes have now been able to downsize
comfortably. Property values have soared, increasing the family wealth of
long-time residents who remain.
Jill Ferrari, CEO of Michigan Community Resources, said “Every year I
leave inspired by the hard work and determination of these women. They give
selflessly to their neighborhoods in every way imaginable. We are so lucky
to have them as leaders in our community. They deserve this recognition
precisely because they don’t ask for it. And MCR is committed to providing
them the services and resources they need to do their best work.”
The other honorees were Sonia Renia Brown of Auntie Na’s House, Deysi
Martinez of Living Arts, Aleasa Peatross-Smith, Sandra Pickens of Littlefield
Community Association, and Dell Stubblefield of Focus:HOPE.
www.udca.info
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Your Seat Is Waiting!
by By Sidney H. Bailey III

Announcing the 2017 UDCA Board of Directors Elections
Why become a Board Member?
Because you have the ideas, talent, knowledge, wisdom and energy that our
community needs to continue to prosper! Because you know that you cannot
be “in it and not of it”. Because you believe that “from those to whom much is
given, much is expected”! Because you see things in the University District and
say: “we can do better than that”! Because you are looking for specific ways to
improve the safety, security and desirability of our community! Because you
are ready and eager to do your part! Because you know that together: We Can
Do Anything! Now is the time to serve your term on the University District
Community Association Board of Directors. It’s the perfect place to make a
positive difference. Join us and be sure your voice is heard!
Seeking Candidates
The UDCA board is seeking candidates and/or nominations for five board
vacancies for the term of 2018 through 2020. Ballots will be distributed to
UDCA paid members in November.
Eligibility
To be eligible to run and sit on the board, a resident must be a current paid
member of the University District Community Association and remain a paid
member throughout the three-year term.
Requirements
Board members attend a monthly meeting and the semi-annual General
Membership meetings, vote on issues, attend UDCA-sponsored social
functions, serve on at least one committee and report on activities as required,
and represent the Board to the community. Board members are also encouraged
to submit articles to the newsletter.
How to become a candidate
It’s easy! Complete a “Board of Directors Candidate Application” available
at udca.info, from your block captain or UDCA events. Or call/email the
4
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election committee for one. Then submit the application to: UDCA Election
Committee, P.O. Box 21483, Detroit, MI 48221 or via email to Sid Bailey,
Election Committee Chairperson: pianoman.sbi@gmail.com. Also, call/email
Mr. Bailey if you have questions.
Deadline for Submitting Biographical Information
The deadline for submission is October 1, 2017.
The Voting Process
Residents who are paid UDCA members will receive ballots in early November.
Ballots must be returned by the due date noted on the ballots. The votes will
be tallied and newly elected board members will be notified and announced at
the Annual General Membership meeting, currently scheduled for December.
The UDCA Board
The purpose of the UDCA Board is to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Maintain and support the neighborhood integrity
Promote active partnership and membership
Coordinate cultural and family events
Maintain and enforce zoning ordinances and equitable tax assessments
related to the use of property in the District
Promote and monitor public improvements
Facilitate regular communications among the members
Represent the District concerning property taxes, levies, and other
property issues
Represent the District in legislative matters with City & State agencies.

One third (5) on the Board members’ terms expire each year. This ensures
that stability and consistency on the Board are maintained while assuring the
opportunity for an infusion of “new blood”.
Still not sure? Well, don’t decide just yet. Talk to a current or former Board
member! Participate in upcoming UDCA activities. Come to a monthly Board
meeting and see just how well you’d fit in. Remember, together we can do
anything. Just take your seat!
The table on the next page shows the current Board members’ terms in office.
Continued on next page...
www.udca.info
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Board Terms’ status, as of January 2017
Board Member

Brenda Andrews
Sidney H. Bailey III
Thomas Bauer
Frank Benedict
Kimberly Gunn
Lucius Gunn
Jeremy S. Lewis***
Rainy Hamilton
Bryon Knuth
Valerie McPhaul
Gregory B. O’Neal
Rise’ Pinkston**
Anna Richardson-Poe*
Roger Short
Curtis S. Smith

Consecutive
Terms
Served
1
5
2
1
1
1
1
4
1
2
3
1
1
3
1

Year Current Year Current
Term began Term Expires
Jan 2015
Jan 2016
Jan 2015
Jan 2015
Jan 2017
Jan 2017
Nov 2016
Jan 2017
Jan 2016
Jan 2016
Jan 2017
Nov 2015
May 2015
Jan 2016
Jan 2017

Dec 2017
Dec 2018
Dec 2017
Dec 2017
Dec 2019
Dec 2019
Dec 2018
Dec 2019
Dec 2018
Dec 2018
Dec 2019
Dec 2017
Dec 2017
Dec 2018
Dec 2019

*Anna Richardson-Poe was appointed to complete the term of Malika Ramsey-Heath
**Rise’ Pinkston was appointed to complete the term of Lenora Koyton
***Jeremy Lewis was appointed to complete the term of Henry Conerway

2017 UDCA Board of Directors
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Heads UP
by Frank S. Benedict

…As they say a word to the wise is sufficient.
Front porch grilling banned
By now you should be aware that the Detroit City Council recently approved
revisions to the outdoor fire code which stipulates that grills or outdoor cooking
units are permitted only on side or back yards. The new ordinance further
indicates that they must also be placed at least 10 feet from any fixed flammable
objects on your property line.
This measure is designed to prevent fires when grills positioned to close to a
home owner’s façade are tipped over or flames ignite the structure.
The Detroit Fire Department is responsible for enforcing this ordinance and any
person cited for engaging in unlawful grilling could be subjected to a fine of up
to $500.00.
Rental property inspections
During the recent depressed housing market some home owners resorted to
renting out some or all of their homes. As a result, our community and many
others saw an uptick in houses occupied by renters.
To ensure that Landlords are maintaining their properties in conformance with
established safety standards the City is beefing up its inspection efforts.
Councilman Andre Spivey is leading this effort.
Because Landlords have been on the “Honor System” it hard to know exactly
how many rental properties are undercounted within the city. That number could
be as high as 50,000 as reported in a recent Detroit News article.
There is a measure in the ordinance that may help identify rentals. Renters to be
permitted to withhold rent or be safe from eviction if the landlord doesn’t have
the property inspected annually.
Landlords my find some provisions to their advantage especially if the inspection
process is streamlined and the inspection schedule is changed from one to three
years for single family homes.
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Yard Waste
Soon, old man winter will arrive and collection of yard waste will come to an
end. In the past, our last collection day is the latter part of November. Don’t
worry we’ll put out an e-mail blast and spread the word by conventional means
giving you the exact date for our last collection. However, we regret to say
that we’ve notice yard waste and bulk is being placed at the curb way before
collection time creating an eye sore at the least.
As a reminder:
Yard waste - leaves, grass clippings, shrubs and twigs-will be collected every
other week. The same time bulk is pickup.
• Only use paper, biodegradable bags or your own 32 - gallon plastic or
metal container.
• Limit weight on 32-gallon container to 60 lbs.
• No plastic bags.
• Do not place yard waste in your Courville container.
• Place your yard waste at least 3 feet from other objects.
• Branches and twigs less than two inches in diameter should be cut down
and placed in biodegradable bags or reusable containers. They should
also be put in bundles no larger than 4 feet longer or 18 inches in diameter
• Place them out the night before or by 7a.m. on collection day.
Can’t afford to pay you lawn service provider to haul away the clippings? Maybe
he /she can alternate the cut schedule to coincide with the pick-up schedule.
Finally, I’m sure you’ll continue do your part to keep the renewed interest in our
community, as evidenced by the increase in home values and renovation work
throughout the neighborhood, from waning.
Rest assured your Residential Standards Committee will continue its efforts to
intervene in the few cases where a few neighbors don’t do the “right thing”.
P.S. Feedback welcome at tinmaNofdetroit@juno.com

www.udca.info
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Update From University
District Radio Patrol
In the last few months, our neighborhood has continued to experience a very
low burglary rate. The official record shows no more than one reported burglary
of an occupied house—the status was not clear-- in the nine months ending
July 21, 2017 the latest available date before the newsletter deadline. There
were also two reported and unsuccessful attempts. There were six reports of
break-ins at locations being renovated—not all reported to the police—so we
need to keep alert to support our incoming neighbors.
One “every few years” problem has reappeared. Throughout the neighborhood
we are finding broken glass on the sidewalks, on the streets, and in the grass.
Much of it appears to be coming from bottles dropped or thrown from cars,
not car break-ins. Anybody who falls, the paws on dogs, cats, squirrels and
other wildlife, as well as tires on cars and bikes are at risk. Please watch your
sidewalks, yards, and the street by your property and help keep us glass free.
While the city sweeps streets again, that won’t be enough to solve the problem.
For several years now, the biggest crime concern in the neighborhood has
been with cars and what happens with them. As a category, car related crime-thefts of cars, their parts, and what was inside cars--remains the big crime
issue in the neighborhood. For a while, Fords, Focus or Fusion, were the most
sought after vehicle in our area; now pick-up trucks and Chrysler products
are also on the list of vehicles frequently hit. Dashboard systems are often
stolen, although what is targeted changes. For the beginning of 2017, built-in
navigation systems were the most stolen item; air bags and radios are not so
popular currently.
It is very clear that we can minimize risks to our vehicles:
 Whenever possible, put the car in the garage. Cars in back of the house,
particularly inside a closed, locked gate are at less risk than cars parked on
the street.
 Don’t leave phones, computers, cameras, tablets, briefcases, money, or
other such popular items in sight. Some of the people walking or slowly
riding bikes are looking for good targets.
 Remember to “curb your wheels.” When your wheels are turned sharply
to the side, it becomes much harder for thieves to simply push your car
away.
10
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 Report the incidents. If you reluctant to file a police report for fear your
insurance rates will go ever higher, you can notify radio patrol. Please
do tell us. Patrol on duty number: 313-447-0003; radiopatrol@udradiopatrol.org Radio patrol can pass the information along. Often a
“crew” works a neighborhood. When police are alerted by reports, they
stand a much better chance of stopping the problem.
Some neighbors have reported that their car alarms have not alerted them to
“smash and grab” break-ins. CATS, the police unit that deal with auto thefts
notes that manufacturer installed alarms don’t include back windows. Many
of the car break-ins happen with smashed back windows, and alarms that
don’t ring. Use of the driveway alarms has helped in some situations, but these
crimes happen so quickly, that there hasn’t always been time for neighbors to
interrupt the crime in progress. There are experiments now underway with
the inexpensive driveway alarms and the tiny motion detector alarms from
the dollar stores being used inside vehicles. If these uses prove helpful, radio
patrol will add these to our recommendations.
One other item to consider: this summer there is discussion about Special
Assessment District [S.A.D.] and our neighborhood. Our patrols, University
District Radio Patrol and University District Patrol [the other one, financially
supported by some of the neighbors], have seen reports significant to the S.A.D.
discussion. Many of the problems with cars occur overnight. The patrols know
certain cars have not been touched during patrol hours, but when the patrols
are no longer on duty, incidents increase. If the time of the incident can be
determined, most often the crime occurred after patrol hours. S.A.D. might
be looked at as a possibility to improve the situation. With full time patrol
service, problems for cars are likely to decrease.
Late in April two car crashes had a huge impact on many Detroiters. Elsewhere
in the city one car went airborne, killing two people sitting in a parked car,
and injuring the two people in the back seat. Even a dog had to be treated after
that wreck. The next day in a driver-only crash, a man was killed when his
car hit a tree.
This neighborhood remembers our own recent horrible crashes. A child was
killed on Wildemere and bicyclists were gravely injured on Six Mile. None of
the people harmed were at fault. Those terrible wrecks were caused by drivers
who disregarded traffic rules. Some assessments by radio patrol members run
as high as 90% of drivers in the neighborhood as people who disregard stop
signs, speed limits, and ignore the need to drive while paying attention. Radio
Continued on next page...
www.udca.info
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patrol cars, complete with flashing lights, have experienced a number of near
misses while patrolling. We have watched speeders almost t-bone police cars.
We can all attest to the problem.
Please consider taking the safe driver pledge we developed in support of the
UDCA Traffic Calming Initiative. We support their efforts for a long-term
strategy which will indeed calm traffic. In the meantime, here is something
we can do.
IN SUPPORT OF UDCA’S TRAFFIC CALMING INITIATIVE:
I pledge the support of myself and my family/household to safety by
➢ observing the speed limit
➢ not texting while driving
➢ stopping at stop signs
➢ making any phone calls “hands-free”
➢ using seat belts
➢ keeping car windows clear of frost, snow or other obstructions
➢ driving with sound at appropriate levels
➢ parking safely
➢ adjusting our driving as weather or other circumstances require.
_____I/we will encourage my neighbors to pledge their support for safe
driving.
_____Please keep me/us informed of progress with the initiative and let me/
us know of any other ways I/we may assist.
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
Name[s] _______________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________
Phone__________________________Email__________________________
Return to: UNIVERSITY DISTRICT RADIO PATROL, PO BOX 211064,
DETROIT, MI, 48221, or to radio patrol when you see us!
12
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Renewed Adoption

by Frank S. Benedict Committee Chair & Rise’ Pinkston Committee Co-Chair
For the Beautification Committee
The UDCA has renewed its contract with the City of Detroit to adopt the BeldenSanta Maria Park for the 2017 summer season.
As a part of its commitment the Association through the oversight of the
Beautification Committee will ensure that:
• The park is kept clean and free of garbage
• The grass is mowed so that the grass is never higher than 6 inches
• The grass is trimmed around its edges, fences, paths, trees and play
equipment
Parks are to be inspected every other Monday throughout the summer and
scored on the three commitments listed above. A score of 3 is “excellent”; 2 is
“adequate”; and 1 “needs improvement”. Scores are to be posted online at www.
detroitmi.gov drill down to the adopt-A-Park logo to see how we measure-up.
The parks four swings and
slide are designed for small
children, that’s why some of
our neighbors call it the “tot
lot”. It’s located on Belden
Street in the first block of 6
mile.
If you’re looking for a smaller
venue for your toddler’s next
outdoor adventure this may
be just the place to visit.

www.udca.info
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What’s the Status of our Special
Assessment District?
The committee tasked with petitioning the neighborhood to establish a 7
year Special Assessment District has worked all spring and summer this year
gathering signatures and by now it should be back in the hands of the City.
By this writing, we should have knocked on every door in the neighborhood at
least once and should have enough signatures to ask the City Council to move
forward with the assessment. As of August 14th we have support signatures
from 18% of the parcels. The City requires greater than 50% and we hope to
submit at least a two thirds majority so we can show strong support from the
community.
Once we submit our petitions to the City, a long waiting period begins. The
City Clerk receives the petitions first, records them and forwards them to the
Finance Department (Assessor) for validation. One validated, the Finance
Department sends a report to the City Council. The final say lies with the City
Council.
Council has a Finance Committee which gets first crack at approving or
denying the assessment. The Finance Committee will hold a public hearing at
which they can revise the terms of the SAD or forward it to the City Council
with a recommendation to approve. Every resident will receive notice of the
hearing by mail from the City. The Council then adopts a resolution directing
the Assessor to prepare an assessment roll for their approval. However, Council
doesn’t approve the assessment roll until they also hold a public hearing which,
again, the City will notify us of by mail.
Our petition is asking the Council to establish a special assessment district for
our neighborhood based on a majority support in the Residents. We have been
trying to reach as many of our neighbors as possible by holding community
meetings, open drop-in signing dates, being at every possible neighborhood
event and walking door to door (twice). There will always be a vocal minority
who may feel they were not given fair opportunity to “vote” or simply not
sign but I feel we have made an earnest effort to get a response from as many
people as possible. Know that by simply not having signed the petition it
counts as a “No”. Some of the neighbors opposed have expressed concern over
foreclosure because of the additional assessment. Please contact the UDCA
14
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Secretary at Secretary@udca.info if you want me to send you some resources
that can help you or any of your neighbors.
I will continue to post updates on the UDCA blog which can be found at
UDCA.info.

Resources for Foreclosure Assistance
• Wayne County Treasurer, 313-224-5990
• United Community Housing Coalition, 313-963-3310
• Michigan Legal Services, 313-964-4130
• www.uchcdetroit.org

www.udca.info
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UDCA Pic

cnic 2017

c
c
c
c
c
c

Safety / Security
School Partnership
Youth Projects
Historic Society
Zoning
Garage / Yard Sale

c Home / Garden Tour
c Membership
c Newsletter / Website /
Social Media /
Communications
Senior Activity Committee

UDCA Resident Contact Information (Fill in for at least one resident and please print)
First Name
Last Name
Cell Phone
Email

Home Phone: ______________________________________________ Year you Moved Here: ____________

UDCA Property Address: ____________________________________________________________________

c Beautification
c Block Captain / Block
Cub
c Social and Events
c Family Activities
c Residential Standards

Interested in supporting the UDCA? Please check the area(s) that best suit your interest!

Please complete this form and submit it with your payment.

Membership Payment Form = $60.00

University District Community Association

c American Express

Cash
c Check

Administrative Use Only:

Rec By: _____________ Rec Date: __________ Dep Date: ___________
Web Activation By: _____________ Web Activation Date: ___________

Would you like to be placed on recurring billing? If you select recurring billing, you will receive a $10.00
discount and we will automatically charge your card every year to renew your membership. c Yes c No

Name on Card: _____________________________ Authorized Signature: _____________________________

Billing Address: ________________________________ City: _______________ State: _______ Zip: ________

Credit Card Number: _____________________________________________________ Exp Date: _____/_____

c Discover

Payment Type: c Check c Money Order
Check or Money Order Number: ___________

CREDIT CARD AUTHORIZATION FORM:
Card Type:
c Visa c MasterCard

Amount Submitted: $________

Payment Options: You can pay your membership dues online by visiting https://www.udca.info/join, or fill out
the form below and send it to UDCA, PO Box 21483, Detroit, MI 48221.

JUST DESSERT HOME
BAKERY & MORE……
ORDER A CUSTOM DESSERT
RENT A PHOTO BOOTH OR
RENT EMBELLISHED CHAFING
DISHES

Justdesserthomebakery.com

wright-image-photobooth.com
313-622-1621
CUSTOM DESSERTS
&
PARTY RENTAL

“REAL ESTATE WITH A PASSION”

Brenda Goss Andrews
Professional Realtor

Let our Experienced Team of Professionals assist you with
Market Analysis Comparisons, Residential and
Commercial Sales and Leases, Investment Portfolios
UDCA Resident since 1992

3DX Real Estate
42705 Grand River, Suite 201
Novi, Michigan 48375

BUYING OR SELLING?
CONTACT ME TODAY!
brenda@3dxonline.com
Mobile: 313-910-3860

Autumn Maintenance Tips
by www.diynetwork.com

•

Regularly clean gutters and downspouts. Make sure all drainage areas are
unblocked by leaves and debris. Consider installing gutter guards to make the
job a lot easier.

•

Use a screwdriver to probe the wood trim around windows, doors, railings and
decks. Use caulk to fill the holes or completely replace the wood.

•

Lower humidity and cooler (not yet cold) temperatures make fall a good time to
paint the exterior of your home.

•

Inspect your roof, or hire a licensed professional to examine your roof for wear
and tear. If the shingles are curling, buckling or crackling, replace them. If you
have a lot of damage, it’s time to replace the entire roof. Also, check the flashing
around skylights, pipes and chimneys. If you have any leaks or gaps, heavy snow
and ice will find its way in.

•

To prevent exterior water pipes from bursting when the weather gets below
freezing, turn off the valves to the exterior hose bibs. Run the water until the
pipes are empty. Make sure all the water is drained from the pipes, if not; the
water can freeze up and damage the pipes.

•

Have your wood-burning fireplace inspected, cleaned and repaired to prevent
chimney fires and carbon monoxide poisoning.

•

Wrap water pipes that run along exterior walls with heating tape. It will save
energy and prevent them from freezing.

•

Clean and replace filters in your furnace or heating system. Contact a licensed
heating contractor to inspect and service your gas heater or furnace to avoid
carbon monoxide poisoning. Your local utility company will often provide this
service for free.

•

If you use a hot water system for heating, drain the expansion tank, check the
water pressure, and bleed your radiators.

•

Check the attic to make sure the insulation is installed properly. The vapor
barrier on insulation should face down toward the living space. If it is installed
incorrectly (with the vapor barrier facing up) then the insulation will trap
moisture causing possible water problems. Cut slits in the vapor barrier to allow
moisture to escape. To install attic insulation, unroll the insulation with the paper
side out. Install small pieces of insulation between the joists on the attic floor. Be
careful not to step between the joists.

•

The change in temperature and humidity and normal wear and tear can cause
window seals to crack and shrink. Check your windows and doors inside and out
for leaks and drafts. Caulk cracks or install weather stripping around windows
and doors, including the garage door. Replace screens with storm windows and
clean them if needed.
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•

Fall is the perfect time to divide or move perennials. Remove dead annuals and
mulch hardy perennials. Annuals typically die when temperatures drop below
freezing. But perennials often appear as though they too have bitten the bullet.
That’s because their top growth dies back, although in most cases the root ball
is hardy enough to survive even extreme temperatures, especially if it’s covered
with a layer of mulch.

•

The best time to mulch perennials is after the first hard freeze. Just make sure
you don’t cover the crown or center of the plant, because that can lead to rot.

•

Clean garden tools before storing for the winter.

•

Trim dead branches out the trees to prevent them from coming down and causing
damage in a winter storm.

•

Rake up the thick layers of leaves that settle on lawn surfaces. Large leaves in
particular, especially when they get wet, can compact to the point where they
suffocate the grass below and lead to all kinds of insect and disease problems. So
it’s a good idea to routinely rake or blow them off the lawn or, better yet, use a
mulching mower to shred them into fine pieces.

•

Put the raked leaves in the compost pile or use as a mulch. Whatever you do,
don’t waste fallen leaves because they’re an excellent source of nutrients and
organic matter. You can also add them to flower beds to put a winter blanket on
your garden.

•

Fall is a good time to aerate your lawn; it will allow moisture and nutrients to get
into the roots. When you’re done, spread fertilizer then grass seed.

•

This will be the ideal time to sow cool-season grasses such as fescue and rye - it
will give them the opportunity to germinate and develop a good root system
before freezing temperatures arrive. It’s also the right time to fertilize turf
grasses, preferably with slow-release, all-natural fertilizer. When given adequate
nutrients, turf grasses have the ability to store food in the form of carbohydrates
during the winter months. That will mean a better-looking lawn come spring.

•

Pests love attics because they are full of nice warm insulation for nesting, and
they offer easy access to the rest of the house. With gable vents that lead into the
attic it is a good idea to install a screen behind them to keep those critters out.

•

Even after closing off those entryways, pests can still find a way in. The first place
to check for any unwanted guests is under the kitchen cupboards and appliances.

•

Each fall, check carbon monoxide detectors and smoke alarms and put in fresh
batteries. These are very important detectors to have in a home. A smoke alarm
can save lives in a house fire. A carbon monoxide detector can also save lives if a
home has oil or gas-burning appliances, like a furnace or water heater.

•

Carbon monoxide is an invisible, odorless byproduct of burning oil or natural
gas, and it can be deadly. For just a few dollars, a carbon monoxide detector will
sound an alarm if the levels get too high.

•

Always install carbon monoxide detectors according to manufacturer’s
instructions. Generally they should be installed near each potential source of
carbon monoxide, and within ear shot of the living and sleeping areas.
www.udca.info
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The Power of 7
by Frank Benedict

The Beautification Committee continues is efforts to make our community a
cleaner, safer and more beautiful home to us all. Our latest effort occurred on
Thursday, July 20, 2017 when the “Power of 7”, as pictured in the photo from
left to right, Tom Bauer; Cliff Auston; John Hall; Sid Bailey; myself; Gary
Hanafee and Bill Parker not pictured came together to help our neighbors on
Quincy to finish cleaning up the Alley of overgrown vines, weeds and low
hanging tree branches between Santa Maria and Santa Clara. This was the
third such effort of the summer. Previous ones focusing on the easements
along our 6 mile boundary. Our next big project will start on August 17, 2017
and if all goes according to plans we’ll work to edge our 7 mile easements.
Then as Autumn arrives we’ll have a fall cleanup of our common areas to
prepare the grounds and plantings for winter.

Want to join in? Drop me a note at tinmanofdetroit@juno.com
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UDCA Home & Garden Tour
by Asenath Andrews

Neighbors - We need your help. We
need you to volunteer your house
to be viewed for the tour. “oh no not
my house!” you say. Not so fast! The
tour is not until September 2018. That
gives you time to do the things you
think need to be done before opening
it up for the tour. We can also help. We
have a team of experienced committee
members who can come in and give
you some tips.
Don’t want to offer your house for next
year’s tour? But you have a business
or work for a company that would
advertise in our Tour Booklet.
Give me a call or drop me an email and
I’ll get your information or follow up
with your company.*
Still haven’t hit your sweet spot? How about this? We need volunteers to assist
with a number of tasks. We need docents to work with Betty Davis in the
actual showing of the houses. Rosa Stephens and her committee can always
use help with our honored host houses. Kelda London, our project manager
can be assisted with general tour work. Ray Womack is currently chairing our
corporate outreach effort. That’s such a vast undertaking, we really could use
some help there. Bianca Espinoza makes sure we have accurate information
from one meeting to the next. I’m sure she can engage you in vital research
and outreach to make our work sound. We’re thinking of a food truck café in
the Gesu parking lot that could use ideas, set up, monitoring & management.
There are so many other things that you might do to help our neighborhood
look and feel its best in preparation and on the day of the event. AND- the really
great thing is that we’ve started early enough so everyone who is interested in
getting involved in this amazing event has time to join us.
If none of these options interest you but you have good even great ideas to
share, please email me at asenathandrews@gmail.com

www.udca.info
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Miranda & Brandon
It all started as we were dumping bags and bags of garbage out the windows
of our newly purchased 1927 Tudor. We spent two solid weeks clearing out the
home and filled four 30ft. dumpsters in the process. As we were throwing most
of these items out our 3rd story window, we began to see hints of owners past.
Boxes of old books that were much older than the books we’d found elsewhere.
1903, 1906, and even
1895 were some of the
copyright dates we were
seeing on the inside of
these books. We saw
remnants of servants in
the house, call bells on
the floors and doors that
would ring various rooms
in the house to call the
live-in maid the home
would have had back in
the day. We wondered
who that first family must
have been.
After a simple census records search, we found our answer. Ward F. Seeley
and his wife, Marion D. Seeley lived in our home from when it was built in
1927 till at the very least 1940. A few Google searches later brought more
info. Ward worked as an OBGYN at Harper Hospital and taught at Wayne
State University in Detroit from the 1920s into the 50s. Information on Marion
was a little harder to find, although I did see a few articles about parties she’s
hosted in our home for the New Colony Club as its President. We found a
photo of Ward, but none of Marion, and we had very little information about
their children Martha Ann and John Seeley.
A few weeks later and Brandon sent me a message. “I think I found them,”
the text read. “Who?” I asked. “Marion Seeley’s granddaughter! She lives in
Minnesota. She has her grandmother’s exact name!”
A woman named Marion in Minnesota had chosen to hyphenate her last
name in order to keep her maiden name, Seeley. Given her approximate age
being somewhere in her 70s, it was clear that this very well could be Marion
Dickinson Seeley’s granddaughter. I quickly typed up a message to send her
through email. It felt very strange reaching out to someone who truly had
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no earthly connection to us besides a house we bought. I didn’t know how a
stranger would take being prospected about her long gone grandmother and
the home her grandparents lived in. Would she even have seen the home I
was asking about? I decided to preface my email with an apology for being a
creepy internet stranger asking personal questions.
Miranda,
Greetings to you from Minnesota!
Yes, contacting me is okay … more than okay; your adventure with my
grandparent’s old home sounds like a true labor of love. Thank you for
breathing new life into their house! I was there a couple times a year as
a young child, as I grew up in Minnesota. I remember the apartment on
East Jefferson more than the house I think you’re in. I’m not even sure I
remember that address — want to refresh my memory?
We received Marion’s response a few days later.
She told us she’d been named after her “Gram”,
just as we’d thought, and said she remembered
visiting the home as a child before they moved
out into a smaller home in Detroit later in life.
Marion told us all about her family. How her
grandmother used to travel all over the world
by herself, including one trip to Egypt in the
1940s. Ward, who preferred working, spent his
time delivering babies at Harper Hospital. She
told us about his love of smoking his pipe, and
drinking cocktails everyday at 5pm. She told us
about a canary that lived in the breakfast nook
and the Hungarian maid, Rosie who lived on
the 3rd floor who took care of her when they
visited. Marion remembered one story inparticular about Rosie:
One Thanksgiving Day, the Seeley Family was gathered around the dining
room table with friends and other community members. Ward used his foot
to press the floor bell under the dining table to call in Rosie, who he asked to
retrieve the turkey from the kitchen. Rosie returned a few moments later with
the Thanksgiving turkey on a beautiful silver platter. As she entered the dining
room, Rosie tripped. The turkey flew into the air and landed on the floor in
front of all the dining guests and silence fell across the room. Without missing
a beat, Gram stood up, looked at the spilled turkey and said to Rosie, “Oh,
Continued on next page...
www.udca.info
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that’s okay Rosie, just go and fetch the other turkey.” Rosie quickly scooped
the fallen turkey off the floor and rushed back to the kitchen. She knew what
to do. She wiped it clean, reset it on the platter, arranged the plate again, and
returned to the room as if nothing had happened.
Marion’s stories suddenly brought our home to life. She told us that she’d
been leery to talk to us at first, but after reading our blog, she realized that
we’d found some information about her parents and grandparents that even she
didn’t know! “That’s how I knew you were serious.”
In the meantime, unbeknownst to us, Marion had forwarded our info to her
brother and cousins. Lorna messaged us and began telling us stories about the
house, how the bedroom she would sleep in always smelled like soap, and how
her Grandpa Ward always liked to keep that room clear in case he got a call
from the hospital in the middle of the night and had to dress. “He didn’t want
to wake up Gram while he got ready. He delivered many of the Ford Family
babies,” she explained.
Lorna then told us about Rosie, the maid, “Rosie was so so important to me.
I loved her and she took such good care of me… The last time I saw her was
in 1969 when she took a bus from her nephew’s house in Elyria to come to
my wedding. She was near 80 then.” Lorna then sent us a couple photos and
another message, “My sister is coming for a few days in June — I’m sensing a
road trip!”
A few weeks later we’d planned a date for Lorna, her older sister Dinah, and
Marion Jr.’s brother, John Seeley to come see us and their grandparent’s old
home. The last time they’d seen it was in 1958, when Ward and Marion moved
out and into a smaller Detroit home on the South East side.
A car pulled up and immediately all three shouted “Hello!” from the Prius.
Hugs followed and we quickly were put at ease. The three grandchildren
headed straight to the yard, where our side lot used to hold a wonderful
Japanese rock garden that their grandmother had maintained. We’d discovered
the rocks several weeks prior under inches of grass and dirt and were in the
process of excavating them like dinosaur bones in our yard. “I still have roses
in my garden now that I grew from starters in Gram’s garden” John mused.
Dinah pulled out a couple photos and handed them to us. An old photo of the
house, from about 1945 showed the changes to the landscaping over the years,
a small tree in the side yard was now a massive Maple in our yard, old enough
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that now tree rot has become to form inside its base. A three-generation photo
of her mother, grandmother, and herself in the yard sitting on part of the stone
path we’d just discovered was another picture she handed to us.
Inside the home, the three grandchildren were stunned. We’d changed some
of the layout of the house after damage gave us a clean conscience to make
some changes. They recalled the way Grandpa would look at you over his
glasses while he was in the middle of reading a book or the paper while he sat
in his study, and they all remembered Ward reaching up to the chandelier and,
as grandfathers do, “magically” producing candy in his hands claiming he’d
plucked it from the light. Dinah and John admitted that they hadn’t thought
of that memory in 60 years, not until they were standing in the room with the
chandelier once more. Dinah noticed our old milk delivery door in the kitchen
and recalled, “Rosie the maid would always give me a sugar cube and let me
run outside for when the milkman came. They delivered the milk with a horse
and buggy and I loved being able to feed the horse a sugar cube as a little girl.”
I was humbled to see just how fragile these stories were. They were intimate
and faded, but full of life and charm. I felt that had we not purchased the house
when we did, and hadn’t become as obsessed with its history as we had, many
of these stories might’ve been lost in time.
We spent the rest of the night at a bar in Downtown Detroit swapping more
stories about their and our lives. When the night ended and we went to walk
out of the bar, the manager stopped us. “What made you guys decide to stop
here?”
I responded, “We’ve never been here before, but it
seemed like a nice place close to their hotel to take them
to dinner.” — I pointed at the grandchildren.
“Oh, that’s nice, a family reunion! You looked like you
were having a great time catching up.”
-Brandon + Miranda
Your Naive New Wildemere Neighbors

www.udca.info
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A Secure Summer Leads
to a Secure Fall
by Your University District Patrol Board

Sadly, summer fun is over, school has started and our schedules are back to
being hectic. However, as we embrace the fall, let’s continue to be vigilant
about security. Our University District Patrol officers continually patrol the
UD streets during the evening hours (8pm – 4am). This schedule will not
change until the Holiday Season. In the past, as nightfall approaches earlier
in the day, the number of escort services increases. Do not hesitate to use
this service. As a paid subscriber, you are entitled to this service without
limitations. Our guards also check the neighborhood playgrounds and lots to
make sure they are secured and not used as hangouts. UD Patrol Officers
document in their nightly reports, any unusual activity they encounter. Please
keep their number handy so you may report suspicious activity on or around
your property. We need all our eyes and ears to keep our community safe.
If, like us, your goal is to have a 24-hour security patrol, please sign one of
the Special Assessment District petitions. No matter what the outcome of the
Special Assessment District petition drive, we will continue to try to keep our
neighborhood SAFE for you, your family and guests.
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University District Patrol
PO Box 21041
Detroit, Michigan 48221
Security Patrol Invoice

Invoice Date 08/01/2017

Dear Neighbor:
Please detach the lower portion of this invoice and return it with your payment.
You may also go to our website at www.universitydistrictpatrol.org and use our PayPal link.
When you visit our website, please join our email list.
For billing issues or general inquiries, please email us: subscribers@
universitydistrictpatrol.org or send us a letter to the address above.
Thank you for becoming a subscriber!

Your Subscription Renewal Options
Subscription Period

Price

12 Month Subscription

$260.00

9 Month Subscription

$195.00

6 Month Subscription

$130.00

3 Month Subscription

$65.00

1 Month Subscription

$25.00

3 Month Payment 6 Month Payment 9 Month Payment 12 Month Payment
Extends your
coverage to:

10/31/17

01/31/18

04/30/18

07/31/18

Renewal Name:___________________________________________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________________________________________________
Phone:__________________________________________________________________________________
Email:___________________________________________________________________________________
Amount Enclosed: $_______________ #Months Paid (if not below)__________________
Payment Option: 3 Months_________ 6 Months_________ 9 Months_________ 12 Months_________
Expiration Date:

10/31/17

For Office use only: Check Number

01/31/18

04/30/18
Deposit Date

Return with Payment

www.udca.info

07/30/18
Payment Date

Invoice Date 08/01/2017
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How To Help Disaster
Survivors In Texas

by Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
WASHINGTON – The compassion and generosity of the American people
is never more evident than during and after a disaster. It is individuals, nonprofits, faith- and community-based organizations, private sector partners,
and governmental agencies working together that will most effectively and
efficiently help survivors cope with the impacts of Tropical Storm Harvey.
Please follow a few important guidelines below to ensure your support can be
the most helpful for Tropical Storm Harvey disaster survivors.
TO DONATE TO RELIEF EFFORTS
The most effective way to support disaster survivors in their recovery is
to donate money and time to trusted, reputable, voluntary or charitable
organizations.
Cash donations offer voluntary agencies and faith-based organizations the
most flexibility to address urgently developing needs. With cash in hand, these
organizations can obtain needed resources nearer to the disaster location. This
inflow of cash also pumps money back into the local economy and helps local
businesses recover faster.
Please do not donate unsolicited goods such as used clothing, miscellaneous
household
items,
medicine, or perishable
foodstuffs at this time.
When used personal
items are donated, the
helping agencies must
redirect their staff away
from providing direct
services to survivors in
order to sort, package,
transport,
warehouse,
and distribute items that
may not meet the needs
of disaster survivors.
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Donate through a trusted organization. At the national level, many voluntary-,
faith- and community-based organizations are active in disasters, and are
trusted ways to donate to disaster survivors. Individuals, corporations, and
volunteers, can learn more about how to help on the National Voluntary
Organizations Active in Disaster (NVOAD) website.
In addition to the national members, The Texas Voluntary Organizations Active
in Disaster (Texas VOAD) has a list of vetted disaster relief organizations
providing services to survivors. Texas VOAD represents more than three dozen
faith-based, community, nonprofit and non-governmental organizations.
TO PERSONALLY VOLUNTEER IN THE DISASTER AREAS
The State of Texas is asking volunteers to not self-deploy, as unexpectedly
showing up to any of the communities that have been impacted by Hurricane
Harvey will create an additional burden for first responders.
The National VOAD has also noted the situation may not be conducive to
volunteers entering the impacted zone and individuals may find themselves
turned away by law enforcement.
To ensure volunteer safety, as well as the safety of disaster survivors, volunteers
should only go into affected areas with a specific volunteer assignment, proper
safety gear, and valid identification.
At this time, potential volunteers are asked to register with a voluntary or
charitable organization of their choice, many of which are already in Texas and
supporting survivors on the ground.
The National and Texas VOAD websites are offering links to those who wish to
register to volunteer with community- and faith-based organizations working
in the field.
Most importantly, please be patient. Although the need is great, and desire to
help strong, it is important to avoid donating material goods or self-deploying
to help until communities are safe and public officials and disaster relief
organizations have had an opportunity to assess the damage and identify what
the specific unmet needs are.
Volunteer generosity helps impacted communities heal from the tragic
consequences of disasters, but recovery lasts much longer than today. There
Continued on next page...
www.udca.info

33

will be volunteer needs for many months, and years, after the disaster, so sign
up now.
Tropical Storm Harvey is still dangerous, with the potential to impact additional
areas of Texas and Louisiana. As the situation changes, needs may also change
in these areas. Continue monitoring traditional and social media channels to
learn more.

UDCA Extends Prayers and Condolences to the Families,
Residents, Volunteers and Public Safety Workers in Texas
& Lousiana Impacted by Hurricane Harvey
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How You Can Help Families
Impacted by Hurricane Harvey
Please ensure that you are donating to reputable charities. Unfortunately, in a
time of extreme need, there are still people that set out to take advantage of
these situations by posing as charities, churches and the like to extract money
for their own greedy purposes. It is best to research first before you donate
and donate to charities that you are familiar with. FEMA has offered some
guidelines in their newsletter.
You can also visit www.cnn.com/impact or www.redcross.org
1-800-HELPNOW (1-800-435-7669)
and www.disaster.salvationarmyusa.org
HOW YOU CAN HELP ANIMALS OF HURRICANE HARVEY
Donating to organizations that claim to help animals should also be probably
vetted. Listed below are a couple of organizations that are involved in relief
efforts for animals in the Texas area:
Best Friends – www.bestfriends.org 435-644-2001 – 7 days a week from
8AM to 5PM MT- also visit Best Friends Facebook page
Humane Society – www.humanesoiety.org 866-720-2676
Houston SPCA – www.houstonspca.org 713-869-SPCA (7722)

www.udca.info
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UDCA 2017 Calendar Of Events*
•

September - Door-to-door membership campaign. Walk your block
& encourage your neighbors to join the UDCA! Discounts for early
sign up & 90%+ block membership

•

Saturday, October 14th – Block Captain Meeting @ GESU Board
Member Elections

•

Thursday, October 31st – DPD 12th precinct Trunk or Treat

•

November – Pick up snow markers

•

December 7th – UDCA Winter General Meeting

•

December 9th – Block Captain Meeting @ GESU

*The UDCA Calendar of Events will be updated in subsequent newsletters. You may
also find updates on our website by visiting www.udca.info or our Facebook page.
TBD- To be determined.

2017 District 2 Meeting Schedule - 6:30PM to 8:00PM
Kim Tandy, District Manager
tandyk@detroitmi.gov • 313-236-3494
October 10th
December 12th
Northwest Activity Center • 18100 Meyers Rd., Detroit

ATTENTION! ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE
Thinking of Selling?
Contact Realtor
Brenda Goss Andrews
3DX Real Estate 313-910-3860
UDCA Resident since 1992
List your business in the UDCA newsletter only $25 up to 5 lines. Limited
space for this advertising opportunity. Don’t miss the next deadline:
Winter 2017 newsletter- all ads due October 9th;
Newsletter published November 2017
Visit www.udca.info to submit your ad.
Questions??? Contact us at newsletter@udca.info
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Help Wanted!
Beautification Committee
Beautification
Committee
Do you have gardening
skills or just like to get your hands dirty? This committee helps keep and

Do
you have
or just
likeour
to streets
get yourand
hands
dirty? This
committeeclean
helpsups.
keepGive
and
maintain
the gardening
planters atskills
the end
of all
coordinate
District-wide
maintain
plantersthis
at the
end of allhas
ourcoordinated
streets and the
coordinate
District-wide
clean
ups.
Give us
us a hand.the
Recently,
committee
6 mile and
Belden Park
clean
ups.
aContact
hand. Recently,
this committee
has coordinated the 6 mile and Belden Park clean ups and they
Frank Benedict
Email: tinmanofdetroit@juno.com
continue to clean up and beautify our community.
Block Captain
Contact
Frank Benedict Email: tinmanofdetroit@juno.com
We still need captains for several of our blocks. Only a little bit of your time each month will go
a long way to make UDCA one of the best and safest communities in the city.
Block
Captain
Contact Val McPhaul Email: valmcphaul@aol.com
We still need captains for several of our blocks. Only a little bit of your time each month will go a
360way
Degrees
Communication
long
to make of
UDCA
one of the best and safest communities in the city.
Wish
you
could
contribute
the collective consciousness of our neighborhood? UDCA wants to
Contact Val McPhaul Email:to
valmcphaul@aol.com
make sure we reach all our neighbors whether by newsletter, website, social media, email or
just old fashioned door to door campaigns. We are looking for residents with the interest and
360
Degrees of Communication
skills in helping to coordinate these various aspects of communication into a
Wish you could contribute to the collective consciousness of our neighborhood? UDCA wants to
cohesive
Contact Luke
Gunn
lgunn806@aol.com
Amber
Huntor just
make
suremessage
we reachforallUDCA.
our neighbors
whether
byEmail:
newsletter,
website, socialor
media,
email
Email:
amberto@gmail.com
old fashioned door to door campaigns. We are looking for residents with the interest and skills in
helping to coordinate these various aspects of communication into a cohesive message for UDCA.
Newsletter
Advertising
Representatives
Contact
Luke Gunn
Email: lgunn806@aol.com
or Amber Hunt Email: amberto@gmail.com
Our newsletter reaches over 1200 homes in UDCA. Our publication needs to be
self-sustaining. Advertising
To do that, we are
seeking that go-getter who can market and
Newsletter
Representatives
sell
ads
for
our
upcoming
issues
(Fall,
Winter).
Our newsletter reaches over 1200 homes
in UDCA. Our publication needs to be
Contact Ashlee To
Coutant,
Advertising
Manager
self-sustaining.
do that,
we are seeking
thatEmail:
go-getter who can market and sell
newsletter@udca.info
ads
for our upcoming issues (Winter 2017, Spring 2018). We are also seeking those

that want to be feature writers.
Contact
Coutant, Advertising Manager Email: newsletter@udca.info
SeniorAshlee
Committee
The UDCA wants to provide fun activities for everyone’s interest as well as “good and welfare”
checks onCommittee
sick and shut in residents. We are seeking those that want to assist in coordinating
Senior
events
andwants
activities
for our
senior
residents.
To volunteer,
O’Neal
The
UDCA
to provide
fun
activities
for everyone’s
interestcontact
as well Greg
as “good
and Email:
welfare” checks
gonealgroup@att.net
on
sick and shut in residents. We are seeking those that want to assist in coordinating events and
activities for our senior residents. To volunteer, contact Greg O’Neal Email: gonealgroup@att.net

Check out our new and improved website;

https://udca.info
Now you can check out the resident directory,
submit requests and advertisements, pay your
UDCA and UDP memberships, and much more!
Like us on Facebook
www.udca.info
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Join our mailing list at www.udca.info

The University District
strives to maintain and
support the integrity of
the neighborhood, provide
communication of events
and issues to its residents,
promote a quality education
in our local schools while
maintaining health, safety,
and happiness in a family
friendly diverse community.

University District
Community Association
www.udca.info
313.318.7498

PO Box 21483
Detroit, MI 48221
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